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COMMITTEE:                                        Planning Committee 
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REPORT FROM  David McGifford – Cllrs Suzy Firkin & Amanda Martin 
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10 
Planning Checklist 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Background: 
At the 21st September 2023 Environment Committee an agenda item was 
discussed which proposed some additions to the checklist available to councillors 
at Planning Meetings. A number of councils now provide prompts to remind 
councillors to consider sustainability and biodiversity during deliberations on 
Planning applications. 
 
An example of such a checklist, based on those currently used by a number of 
other councils was provided to Environment Committee members. Committee 
members voted on the proposal to provide such a list to the Congleton Town 
Council Planning Committee. This vote was passed by the majority, however some 
additional ideas were suggested. In addition, it was requested that we create a 
similar list covering Building Inclusively. This has now also been done and 
reviewed by the Disability Access Working Group 
 
First presented to Planning Committee 30.05.24 - PLN/02/2425 resolved to defer 
the Planning Checklist to another meeting once Cllrs Martin and Firkin have met 
to agree on the details. 
 
All amendments have now been agreed upon and completed.  
 
The checklists have now been reformatted and combined with the Material Issues 
list that is available to all Councillors at a Planning Committee. The document is 
available for you to consider. 
 

Financial 
Considerations 

None   
 

Environmental 
Considerations 

As all Council decisions are now scrutinised for their environmental impact it is 
appropriate that we ensure that Councillors grow in awareness of the 
Sustainability considerations involved and their impact on buildings and 
developments in Congleton. 

Equality 
Considerations 
 

As all Council decisions are now scrutinised for their equality and inclusivity 
impacts it is highly desirable that Councillors are encouraged to consider the 
importance of such factors in buildings and developments within the town. 
 

Decision Requested 
 

To replace the Material Issues checklist with the new augmented checklist 
including Sustainability and Inclusivity pages. 
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