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6CONGLETON TOWN COUNCIL  

COMMITTEE REPORTS AND UPDATES  

COMMITTEE:                                        Finance and Policy  
MEETING DATE   
AND TIME 

5th October 2023 
7.00pm  

LOCATION Congleton Town Hall 

REPORT FROM  Serena Van Schepdael – Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) 
AGENDA ITEM 
REPORT TITLE 

16 
Notification of Conclusion of the Annual Governance & Accountability Return 
2022-2023 

 
Background  
 

 
The Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 require smaller authorities, each 
financial year, to conduct a review of the effectiveness of the system of internal 
control and prepare an annual governance statement in accordance with proper 
practices in relation to accounts.  
 
The purpose of the annual governance statement is for an authority to report 
publicly on its arrangements for ensuring that its business is conducted in 
accordance with the law, regulations and proper practices and that public money 
is safeguarded and properly accounted for.  
 
The External Auditors are selected by Smaller Authorities’ Audit Appointments, 
the current auditors for Cheshire are PKF LittleJohn LLP who are in place until the 
financial year 2026-2027. 

 
Updates  

 
For the Financial Year 2022-23 PKF Littlejohn LLP have conducted their audit and 
have concluded that there are no areas of concern and no matters were raised. 
 
The Notice of Conclusion is required to be posted for public viewing by 30th 
September 2023, the notice this year was published on the Councils website and 
on the main notice board in the Town Hall on 26th September 2023. 
 
See Appendix 16.1 for the Return and Notice of Conclusion.  This report will also 
be presented to Council on 12th October 2023. 
 

 
Decision Requested 
 

 
To receive the External Auditor Report and Certificate for financial year 2022-2023 
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