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CONGLETON TOWN COUNCIL  

COMMITTEE REPORTS AND UPDATES  

COMMITTEE:                                        Council  
MEETING DATE   
AND TIME 

7.00pm  
15th June 2023 

LOCATION Town Hall 

REPORT FROM  David McGifford – Chief Officer and  
Serena Van Schepdael – Finance Manager/Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) 

AGENDA ITEM 
REPORT TITLE 

 16 
Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) 2022-2023 

Background  The Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 and the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 
require all authorities to prepare a statement of accounts for each financial year in 
accordance with proper practices. 
 
For Councils like Congleton Town Council with income or expenditure between £200,000 
and £6.5 million per year (referred to as smaller authorities), an Annual Governance and 
Accountability Return (AGAR) must be completed each year and submitted to the relevant 
External Auditor under strict deadlines.  The External Auditor is chosen by the Smaller 
Authorities’ Audit Appointments Ltd (SAAA), the current External Auditors are PKF 
Littlejohn LLP, who have been procured to be the Auditors from 2022 to year ending 2027. 
 
Congleton Town Council undertakes the services of DCK Accounting Solution Ltd to produce 
Unaudited Financial Statements of accounts, these sit alongside the Annual Governance 
and Accountability Report (AGAR) and are not part of our year end submission to the 
External Auditor.   Unaudited Financial Statements van be viewed 16.2-Unaudited-
Financial-Statements-2023.pdf (congleton-tc.gov.uk) 
 

 
Updates  

All documentation for the financial year ending 31st March 2023 must be received by the 
External Auditor by 1st July 2023.  For submission the AGAR must be approved and signed 
by Council. 
 
The notice of public rights and sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR must be published on the 
Authority’s website for public viewing after approval at Council, they must be published by 
1st July 2022 and be available for 30 working days, the public viewing period must include 
the first 10 working days of July.  Our public viewing dates for 2022-2023 documents are 
27th June to 7th August 2023. 
 
The AGAR presented is for Council to: (See appendix 16.1) 
1.1 Consider the statements in Section 1 and approve during the meeting. 

During the year we are audited by our chosen Internal Auditor, who audit our 
accounting records and system of internal control.  This year no issues were found. 
 

1.2 Approve the Financial Statements as signed off by the RFO. 
Our accounts are complete for the year ending 31st March 2023, resulting in the figures 
as signed off on page 5 of the AGAR. 
 

1.3 Sign the form for submission. 
 

 
Decision 
Requested 

To approve: 

1. Section 1 of the AGAR: The Annual Governance Statement 2022-2023. 
 

2. Section 2 of the AGAR: The Accounting Statements 2022-2023. 
 

https://www.congleton-tc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/16.2-Unaudited-Financial-Statements-2023.pdf
https://www.congleton-tc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/16.2-Unaudited-Financial-Statements-2023.pdf
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