Congleton Town Council

Historic market totwn

CENTRAL GREEN SPACES:
DRAFT BIODIVERSITY PLANS 10-15

/

Pendulous sedge on the banks of the River Dane, Hankinson’s Field

GREEN SPACES INCLUDED:

10 Hankinson’s Field 13 Quayside-Goldfinch Road
11 Banky Fields 14 West Road (Danesford)
12 Thames Close-Townsend Road 15 Stirling Close

Also see Introduction, Appendix 1 with survey plans and notes for each site, and Appendix 2 with examples
and references.
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HANKINSON'’S FIELD GREEN SPACE
Site biodiversity plan 10

Hanklnson 3 F|eId tilted aerial photo 2021

Biodiversity aims

Increased natural character of the river corridor and the floodplain location of Hankinson’s Field, whilst
retaining recreational value and use as a venue for large events.

Site information

Location To the south of the River Dane and Congleton Park, north of Congleton Leisure
Centre, and west of St Stephen’s church and churchyard.

Description Playing field with line of trees along the edge of the River Dane, enclosed by a
small embankment to the west, a larger, partly wooded embankment to the
south east, and Congleton Leisure Centre, currently undergoing redevelopment

Use Informal recreation, ball games, rugby, circular walks from Congleton Park, large
events. In association with the Leisure Centre and Congleton Park it is part of a
recreational hub for Congleton. The car park is very well used

Total area 2.09 hectares (approximate, as the Leisure Centre has a temporary boundary)
UKBAP Priority None, apart from native Black Poplar (recently planted), hedgerow (recently
Habitats & Species planted). Further survey of waterside area needed.

Biodiversity Low, apart from the narrow strip immediately next to the river. Trend - improving

evaluation 2022




Hankinson’s Field site-specific biodiversity plan (site 10)

Potential for biodiversity enhancement

Possible location for board with . < <

; ; i Wildflower seed planting to benefit

information on rewilding - :
pollinators (sown on bare soil)

Protect existing native Species-rich ground flora
hedge and trees along river bank,
particularly under black
poplar tree. Remove
Himalayan Balsam

Wildflower plugs and bulbs
planted into grassland -
protect from trampling
with temporary fencing

e

\x,(

CAR PARK

Native hedge and

tree planting New native black poplars -

one of the UK's rarest tree
species. (May also help to
stabilise eroding riverbank)

L P

Riverside trees - retain significant
Lombardy poplars but inbetween
select or plant native trees
suitable for waterside location
for long term replacement. Fix
nest and bat roost boxes (with
advice)

Closely-mown grass for \
ball games, recreation
and events

LEISURE CENTRE REDEVELOPMENT
- boundary treating and planting
proposals not known

Scope for planting of
scattered native 'parkland'

trees . ® Reduced mowing next to riverside
® vegetation to allow ground flora to
\ spread, reinforcing ecological
i corridor along river (but no tree
Native tree and shrub P Y planting due to gas main)
planting on embankment, ( \d
continuing existing tree \X o ®
cover outside site &

New footpath/cycleway link to
Leisure Centre following foot of
embankment with reduced
mowing on either side, to benefit
pollinators (note: can be mowed
more closely for events)

ST STEPHEN'S CHURCH
AND GRAVEYARD

Retain wall shrubs, for wildlife

. . food, cover and nest sites
Reduced mowing/wildflower plugs

and native bulbs on steep bank. No
tree planting to maintain views of
church from field 9 50m

Note: Proposals are based on a quick habitat survey carried out in April 2022. Additional data
from people who use the site, local naturalists and others would be welcomed. These initial
First draft April 2022 proposals are for discussion and consultation so are liable to change.
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BANKY FIELDS GREEN SPACE
Site biodiversity plan 11
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Banky Fields green space, tilted aerial photo 2021

Biodiversity aims

Protection, enhancement and regeneration of existing features of ecological value and addition of new
habitats, also benefitting amenity.

Site information

evaluation 2022

Location West of Banky Fields and Banky Fields Crescent, Congleton

Description Informal amenity open space next to country park, with historic field boundary
hedge and former hedgerow trees

Use Moderate use by local residents and walkers as the site is a hub on the PROW
network and gives access to Astbury Mere Country Park. Some use for play.

Total area 0.76 hectares (1.88 acres)

BAP Priority Habitats | Hedgerow - partly defunct. Further surveys may identify species of interest such

and Species as bats. Will be used by protected species within the country park, a Local
Wildlife Site .

Biodiversity Moderate or moderate-high (initial assessment, relative to 30 Congleton sites

surveyed). Excellent green infrastructure links. Trend - improving. This is one of
Congleton Town Council’s rewilding sites.

First Draft April 2022




Banky Fields green space site-specific biodiversity plan (site 11)

Potential for biodiversity enhancement

Information board at hub of

footpath network, about rewilding

& biodiversity, Astbury Mere
Country Park etc

Small orchard
planted March 2022
which could be
_enlarged in future.
Reduce mowing to
allow wildlflowers in
seedbank to
establish and flower.

Protect historic hedge
with varied ground
flora, and plant gaps,
retaining access points
from public right of way

Wildflower areas
(w) - turf removed

April 2022 for

shade)

mowing to allow

expand

L

4%

habitat piles

ro

wildflower/grass
mixes (sandy soil,
full sun or partial

Hedgerow buffer - reduce

hedgerow ground flora to

Retain branches, hedge and
grass cuttings on site as

Manage existing scrub and ruderal
vegetation next to Astbury Mere
Country Park woodland as cover
for hedgehogs and other wildlife |

//

Add range of bird
nest boxes to large
trees, and check
/potential for bat

// roost boxes in

and foraging area
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Note

/// potential commuting )

" to properties and

Protect significant

7, old hedgerow trees
|/ (oaks) with high

Pra biodivgrsity value

New tree
_planting to
~perpetuate big
/ old trees in %,
future landscape /| / /

/

i

/

A

Continue close mowing /

Lof majority of green

" space for ball games,
—recreation and access

garages. O S

~ /1 -

X

~ Plant native bulbs and wildflower
_ \plugs under tree canopies to
benefit pollinators, mow after

- flowering

Proposals are based on a quick habitat survey carried out in April 2022. Additional data from people who
use the site, local naturalists and others would be welcomed. These initial proposals are for discussion and
consultation so are liable to change.

First draft April 2022
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THAMES CLOSE-TOWNSEND ROAD GREEN SPACE
Site biodiversity plan 12
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Thames Close-Townsend Road green space, tilted aerial photo 2021

Biodiversity aims
Enhancement of natural and historic valley features and management of existing woodland,

grassland and scrub for increased wildlife benefit whilst retaining value as a play area and
neighbourhood park.

Site information

Location Between Thames Close and Townsend Road, south west of Congleton
town centre, and next to Daven Primary School.

Description Informal amenity green space and play area, located in a small sheltered
valley and enclosed by mature trees and shrubs

Total area 1.2 hectares (3 acres)

Use Used for play and informal recreation, also as a through route to the town
centre

UK BAP Priority Lowland mixed deciduous woodland (most is plantation but very small

Habitats & Species area in south west is older). Potential for priority species - further
information needed.

Biodiversity Initial assessment moderate-high (relative to 30 Congleton green spaces

evaluation 2022 surveyed)

First draft April 2022



Thames Close - Townsend Road site-specific biodiversity plan (site 12)

Potential for biodiversity enhancement

Manage trees scrub and tall herbs .
by scrub cutting and coppicing, to
create mosaic of habitats for

wildlife benefit. Mow path edges

Developing mixed =
woodland with some larch
and Scots Pine, with dense

understorey providing
cover for wildlife. Remove

SRS
2RI
RIS
ORRRB0
Sessesatatetatese’y
RIS RSRRRS
SRS

&
S,

R
SRR

sycamore and Norway Species-rich grassland with wild
DAVEN SCHOOL maple seedlings and violets, pignut and other
non-native bluebells. wildlfowers- reduce mowing

around edge of woodland and

Old field boundary — under tree canopies

developing into strip of
woodland with stand of
aspens, plus understorey.
Reduce or remove
sycamore, remove litter

%
ot
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R
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P
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Fix bird nest boxes, bat
roost boxes (if advised)
to trees.

Dry bed of former brook, now
culverted - restoration would
be good, but unlikely. Check
potential for creating pools to
benefit amphibians etc

Reduce mowing on edge of
wooded strip

Reduced mowing on
embankments to benefit

7\
pollinators. \ SRR
Remnant of older woodland in % 33
damp valley bottom, with large 2, S ol
7
crack willows. Further survey : \///////
needed \/‘/,
N

Crack willow tree - food for bees \ &

and other insects including moth

caterpillars. Keep branches and \ \

twigs as habitat piles

SITE OF Dense trees and shrubs - —
food and cover for wildlife,
but selective thinning and
coppicing could create more
varied habitat. Encourage
hedgehog holes in fences

PLAY AREA

g

%2

22
s

%
%

%

FORMER

MILL

Crack willow stumps - allow cut
wood to decay in situ

Old former hedgerow oak - protect.
Oak supports more forms of life than
any other UK native tree —

Note

Proposals are based on a quick habitat survey carried out in April 2022. Additional data from people
who use the site, local naturalists and others would be welcomed. These initial proposals are for
discussion and consultation so are liable to change.

First draft April 2022
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QUAYSIDE-GOLDFINCH CLOSE GREEN SPACE
Site biodiversity plan 13

Biodiversity aims

Establishment of wildflowers and bulbs along roadsides and around areas of existing trees and shrubs
which would benefit pollinators, provide visual interest, and create a small-scale green network which takes

into account existing constraints.

Site information

Location Between Quayside/St Peter’s Road and Goldfinch Close, Congleton

Description Two small areas of informal amenity green space linked by a central area
of trees and shrubs and an almost hidden footpath.

Use Used by local residents, including as a route between cul-de-sacs.

Total area 0.3 hectares (0.75 acres)

UKBAP Priority
Habitats & Species

Hedgerow (remnant of former field boundary)

Biodiversity
evaluation 2022

Low-moderate (relative to 30 Congleton green spaces surveyed). Lack of
connectivity with other green spaces or gardens. Trend - static

First draft April 2022



Quayside-Goldfinch Close site-specific biodiversity plan (site 13)

Potential for biodiversity enhancement

Plant group of new native 7
trees in location free from
underground services

Mown grass for recreation. .‘ .

Proposed native hedge to continue
ecological corridor, providing
cover, blossom and berries for
wildlife

Remove trees in poor condition
(and growing over electricity
cables). Plant native bulbs and
wildflowers around edges of green
space

Reduced mowing
under canopies to
allow flowering, to
benefit pollinators

Small orchard - blossom and
fruit for people and wildlife'
Underplant with native bulbs
and wildflowers

Former amenity

planting with trees,

native and non-native

shrubs - cover and

food for wildlife
Encourage hedgehog holes in
garden fencing around green
space, to provide wider
opportunities for wildlife
foraging and refuge

==

Boundary planting includes native and
non-native amenity species, providing
good cover and food for wildlife.
Management to favour native trees
plus understorey and ground flora.
Retain cut branches and timber on site
as habitat piles.

Roadside tree planting
(where not constrained by
L underground services)

Sow wildflower mix in previously
disturbed area (related to
underground services)

Old field boundary hedgeline

(dashed line) with dry ditch.

Possibly one or two mature /\
sycamores are old hedgerow trees. Q
Fix bird nest boxes (and if advised, —
bat roost boxes) to larger trees

Note

Proposals are based on a quick habitat survey carried out in April 2022. Additional data from people who
use the site, local naturalists and others would be welcomed. These initial proposals are for discussion and
consultation so are liable to change.

First draft April 2022
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WEST ROAD (DANESFORD) GREEN SPACES
Site biodiversity plan 14

Imagery:Date: 4/22/202

Road (Danesford) frontage, tilted aerial photo 2021
Biodiversity aims
Increase biodiversity value of remnants of country house landscape.

Site information

Location On the north side of West Road, and off Obelisk Way and Valley View,
west central Congleton

Description Semi-formal amenity open spaces including some significant old trees

Use Moderately high use by local residents and those avoiding busy West Road

when walking between West Heath and the town centre.

Total area 0.69 hectares (1.7 acres)

BAP Priority Habitats | None identified, but further survey by specialists may find species of
and Species interest.

Biodiversity Moderate (relative to 30 Congleton sites surveyed). Value reduced by
evaluation 2022 fragmentation due to development - linkage with Dane Valley now
limited. Dense planting and mature trees are assets.

Current trend - static, with some potential for improvement.

First draft April 2022



West Road (Danesford) green spaces site-specific biodiversity plan (site 14)

Potential for biodiversity enhancement

e S S Note
Habitat piles - manage T
existing native shrubs to Tl Proposals are based on a quick habitat

survey carried out in April 2022. Additional
with selective coppicing and d f | h he si | |
s lsaemdieamnsiies ata from people who use the site, loca
\ naturalists and others would be welcomed.

in discreet locations.
These initial proposals are for discussion and
consultation so are liable to change.
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STIRLING CLOSE GREEN SPACE

Site biodiversity plan 15
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Biodiversity aims

Active management of meadow, scrub and hedgerows to increase value of green space, already set up as a
nature reserve, for biodiversity and people.

Site information

Location Off Stirling Close, Congleton

Description Linear ridge of land projecting into River Dane floodplain, and overlooking the river
at its northern end. The informal green space is enclosed and shaded by trees and
overgrown hedges. Local nature reserve (named Stirling Close Conservation Area).

Use Southern area used by local residents. Northern area - use limited by overgrown
hedges and scrub. No through route, although informal access to river for fishing.

Total area 0.55 hectares (1.35 acres)

UK BAP Priority
Habitats & Species

Hedgerows and old hedgerow trees. Next to deciduous woodland (with some
ancient semi-natural woodland indicator species). Site likely to be used by
protected species - Pipistrelle bats have previously been identified. Further surveys
needed. One of Congleton Town Council’s rewilding sites since 2021.

Biodiversity
evaluation 2022

Moderate-high (relative to 30 Congleton green spaces surveyed). Trend - declining
in terms of original objectives. Aims of management need to be reviewed.

First draft April 2022




Stirling Close green space site-specific biodiversity plan (site 15)

Potential for biodiversity enhancement

Prominent beech tree - monitor
stability on edge of escarpment

Protect old hedgerow oak tree with
ancient woodland ground flora

Rotational clearance of dense

scrub to give shrubs at
different stages of growth.
Create glades, especially
where ground flora is most
diverse. Leave cut branches
in habitat piles to benefit
hedgehogs and many other
forms of life,

Woodland edge (woodland
continues to west down
escarpment) - allow woodland
flora to expand into meadow
under canopy.

Mown grass paths
through meadow. Cut
after flowering,
maximising value for
pollinators

Y

Clear, clean and update
nature reserve
information board

Note

flora on river embankment

~_— Protect scrub, species-rich ancient
/ woodland, riparian and marginal

Dead hedge made with
cut branches to create
wildlife refuge (area
shown is indicative
only)

\ Remove old spiral guards and any
| poor specimens or unsuitable
species planted in nature reserve

Clear circular route
with glades to replace
existing linear route @

Check value of
corridor for bats

Coppice or lay overgrown hedge to
rejuvenate it and expand meadow,
phasing cutting to diversify
structure. Add new hedgerow
trees if space permits

Cut meadow after
flowering, maximising
value for pollinators

Protect hedgerow oak tree

Plant new native hedge

Proposals are based on a quick habitat survey carried out in April 2022. Additional data from people who
use the site, local naturalists and others would be welcomed. These initial proposals are for discussion and

consultation so are liable to change.

First draft April 2022





