Congleton Town Council

Historic market totwn

BUGLAWTON GREEN SPACES:
DRAFT BIODIVERSITY PLANS 20-23
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Cuckoo Pint (Lords and Ladies) emerging at Redfern Avenue-Buxton Road green space, Buglawton

GREEN SPACES INCLUDED:

20 Mardale Close 22 St John's Playing Fields & Riverside
21 Havannah Lane-St John’s Road 23 Redfern Avenue-Buxton Road

Also see Introduction, Appendix 1 with survey plans and notes for each site, and Appendix 2 with examples
and references.
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Congleton Town Council

Historic market town

MARDALE CLOSE GREEN SPACE
Site biodiversity plan 20

Mardale Close green space, tilted aerial photo 202
Biodiversity aims

Retaining current tidy appearance and recreational value, develop a multi-layered
vegetation structure with a mosaic of habitats. Improve connectivity with surrounding
gardens for greater wildlife benefit.

Site information

Location Off Mardale Close, Buglawton

Description Informal amenity green space with scattered trees

Use Used mainly by local residents

Total area 0.27 hectares (0.66 acres)

UK BAP Priority None identified

habitats & species

Biodiversity draft Low (relative to 30 Congleton green spaces surveyed). Trees are of most
evaluation 2022 value. Trend - improving with addition of new hedges, tree and shrub

planting, although new hedges are single species (a proposed native hedge
had to be omitted due to land drain location)
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Mardale Close green space site-specific biodiversity plan (site 20)

Potential for biodiversity enhancement
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New orchard trees for
blossom and fruit.
Interspersed with existing
tree stumps left to decay.
Confined area - keep mown.

New beech hedge - once
established, trim to fence height,
allow ground flora to develop. Add
wildflower seeds or plugs if
required..

Reduce mowing under trees,
underplant with native bulbs and
wildflower plugs.

Ash trees at risk of ash dieback

- monitor I

Reduced mowing to allow
existing species to flower, to
benefit pollinators

mature trees

/g\ Fix bird nest boxes to
e

New native tree and shrub planting
for food and cover for wildlife.

Encourage 'hedgehog holes'in Mow or strim between plants 2 x

cl.ose-board.ed fences to provide year from mid summer until

wider f°'a$'“3 and.ref.uge canopy closes. Prune or coppice as

opportunties for wildlife required in future years to avoid
conflict with other uses

Retain fallen and cut branches on
site, create habitat piles in discreet
areas to benefit many forms of
wildlife

0 50 m

Note

Proposals are based on a quick habitat survey carried out in April 2022. Additional data from people
who use the site, local naturalists and others would be welcomed. These initial proposals are for
discussion and consultation so are liable to change.
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HAVANNAH LANE-ST JOHN’S ROAD GREEN SPACE
Site biodiversity plan 21

Google Earth

18m €

Havannah Lane/St John’s Road green space, tilted aerial photo 2021
Biodiversity aims

Within the existing framework of mature trees, develop new habitats for wildlife whilst also contributing to
the amenity of the neighbourhood.

Site information

Location Between St John’s Road and Havannah Lane, Buglawton

Description Informal amenity green space with mature lime trees, sloping from Havannah
Lane to St John’s Road. The lime trees continue along St John’s Road to the
west.

Stakeholders Cheshire East Council (landowners), Congleton Town Council (managers),
adjacent landowners, local residents.

Local plan status Protected open space (REC1), Ecological network restoration area (draftENV1)?

(adopted & draft)

Total area 0.30 hectares (0.75 acres)

UKBAP priority None at present, although a new hedgerow has been planted.

habitats and species

Biodiversity Moderate (relative to 30 Congleton sites surveyed) - mature trees are of value.
evaluation 2022 Trend - improving, with the addition of fruit trees and hedgerow.




Potential for biodiversity enhancement

Shaded woodland strip below
retaining walls, dominated by lime
trees. Encourage existing native

Retain and encourage ivy, honeysuckle
and wall plants on retaining walls and

understorey and ground flora fences as excellent habitat and cover
plants, remove suppressed trees for wildlife
and sycamore seedlings. Fix bird
nest boxes to trees, clear litter etc
Ja Close-mown grass between groups
. of trees for circulation. Consider
2 2 creating paths with gentle gradient
5 & % and unsealed surface e.g. bound
Len) gravel for easier access and as
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) Sl .
o>
e —
& = ¥
® 0y <
Lo e
% ° L
o
|y,
Reduce mowing under canopies of . $\
mature lime trees to allow existing | S /
wildflowers and grasses to flower, j A
to benefit pollinators | SC y
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New orchard - underplant with Group of crab apple
native bulbs and wild flower plugs varieties - blossom and
fruit for wildlife
New native hedge - once
established, trim one side alternate
* years to ensure supply of blossom
and berries for wildlife
0 50 m

Note

Proposals are based on a quick habitat survey carried out in April 2022. Additional data from people who
use the site, local naturalists and others would be welcomed. These initial proposals are for discussion and

consultation so are liable to change.
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ST JOHN’S RECREATION GROUND & RIVERSIDE
Site biodiversity plan 22

St John’s recreation ground, tilted aerial photo 2021 looking north

Biodiversity aims

Protect and increase the naturalness of this floodplain site, where possible to do so without conflicting with
use of playing fields and play area.

Site information

Location To the west of St John’s Road, and north of Havannah Street, Buglawton

Description Large expanses of public open space with contrasting natural floodplain and
levelled and mown playing fields

Use Well used for sport, play and informal recreation by local residents, walkers,
football club and other organisations.

Total area 5.62 hectares (13.89 acres)

UK BAP priority Local Wildlife Site - further information needed from Cheshire Wildlife Trust

habitats and species | and other specialists. Native black poplar (planted early 2022)

Biodiversity High (floodplain and woodland), low-moderate- the remainder (initial

evaluation 2022 assessment, relative to 30 Congleton sites surveyed).
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St John’s recreational ground site-specific biodiversity plan (site 22)

Potential for biodiversity enhancement

Small orchard planted
March 2022 - blossom
and fruit for people

and wildlife

Woodland on line of
former hedgerow, with
track between artficial
embankments. Further
surveys needed

PLAY AREA

Floodplain - valuable
wetland. Leave natural
processes to occur.
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Rare native black ———0
poplars planted in /
floodplain (March
2022) - monitor until
well established f

New native tree and shrub
planting including willows
and native black poplar.
Coppice willows and

‘ > 3 selected plants if neede to
O [ 3 avoid conflict with other
S uses

Developing scrub and tall
herbs with tree planting
on embankment -
maintain varied habitat to
provide cover and food
for wildlife.

o]
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Woodland on
embankment/old
hedgeline - further
surveys needed.
Create habitat piles
with cut or fallen

wood, branches and
leaves.

R
.

Native trees, shrubs and tall herb
vegetation on line of former
hedgerow and river terrace bank.
Good wildlife corridor, providing
cover and food for wildlife
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New native tree and shrub
planting including willows
and native black poplar.
Coppice, prune as required
to avoid conflict with other
uses.
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Reduced mowing to
allow flowering, to
benefit pollinators.
Mown grass paths for
circulation
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Note: Proposals are based on a quick habitat survey carried out in April 2022. Additional
data from people who use the site, local naturalists and others would be welcomed.

. . These initial proposals are for discussion and consultation so are liable to change.
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REDFERN AVENUE GREEN SPACE
Site biodiversity plan 23

Redfern Avenue green space, tilted aerial photo 2021

Biodiversity aim

Management to protect, restore and expand semi-natural woodland and other existing habitats as
well as improving access and interest for users.

Site information

Location Between Redfern Avenue and Buxton Road, Buglawton.

Description Informal amenity green space consisting of an enclosed wooded valley to the
south and grassland to the north.

Use Low-moderate. The footpath connecting Buxton Road and Redfern Avenue is
relatively well used despite being largely unsurfaced. The grass and woodland are
used for informal play.

Total area 0.59 hectares (1.47 acres)

BAP Priority Habitats | Lowland deciduous woodland. Although undesignated much of the woodland is
and Species a small remnant of semi-natural ancient woodland. Further survey may possibly
identify species of interest.

Biodiversity Moderate to high (relative to other urban green spaces surveyed). Trend - static
evaluation 2022 or improving (recent native hedge planting, but damaged by excavation).
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Redfern Avenue green space site-specific biodiversity plan (site 23)

Potential for biodiversity enhancement

| |

— | Reduced mowing along

‘ ~woodland buffer, under tree )

S - canopies and on steep slopes, ' \
to allow wild flowers to — |
flourish, benefitting

~pollinators ‘ /]

Steep slopes with semi-natural , . ;
woodland - protect ground flora and
understorey, reduce proportion of

sycamore trees and encourage

natural regeneration of local native
tree and shrub specnes

New orchard trees for blossom
and fruit, benefitting people
and wildlife

Marshy valley bottom with damp
woodland flora. Keep clear of dumped
rubbish. Potential to enhance habitat
for amphlblans

Check potentlal for bats
' and for bird and bat boxes

Mown grass on flatter
"recreation area and
along footpath edges

Course of culverted watercourse

\
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| Retain scrub for flowers,
\ . o %
berries and cover for wildlife
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Mixed substrate and ground cover
- manage ground flora and scrub
regeneration but keep open to

avoid shading footpath Replace overgrown

amenity shrubs with
native tree and shrub
mix to extend
woodland (towards a
woodland strip on the
other side of St John's
Road).

To create a circular walk so
. woodland can be appreciated, and
. to avoid damage to ground cover
hd @  plants, construct boardwalk and
/ steps up valley side.

Planting on Buxton Road
embankment dating from 1960s.
When opportunities arise, replace
non-native plants with native trees /
and shrubs, retaining cut wood on
site as valuable habitat.

0 50 m

Note

Proposals are based on a quick habitat survey carried out in April 2022. Additional data from people who
use the site, local naturalists and others would be welcomed. These initial proposals are for discussion and
consultation so are liable to change.
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