Congleton [n Bloom Working Group

28" January 2021 Meeting,
Minutes

Attendees :
Clir D Brown DB, Clir M Gartside MG, G Williarns GW, B Edwards BE, S Conway SC, P Pinto PP, CTC Officer R Burgess
RB

1. Apologies for Absence:
Members are respectfully reminded of the necessity to submit any apology for absence in advance and to give a
reason for non- attendance. - Clir R Chadwick

2. Declarations of Interest: Members are requested to declare both “pecuniary” and “non-pecuniary” interests as
early in the meeting as they become known.
a. David Brown- Cheshire East
Patti Pinto- Willilam Dean Trust, Congleton Partnership, Congleton Park FoCP, FoCG
Glen Williams- Bromley Farm, Congleton Partnership, Congleton Park FoCP
Margaret Gartside- Congleton Partnership, FoCG
Bob Edwards- Congleton Partnership, Congleton Park FoCP
Sue Conway -~ FoCP, FoCG

N =2

3. Update from Bernard Pendleton on RHS - RB

North West In Bloom have put forward Congleton In Bloom for the RHS Britain [n Bloom Best Large Town Finalists, A
very supportive 200 word document from Bernard Pendleton has been put forward, Electronic copy of the portfolio
to be sent late Spring, Also pre judging from RHS Judges to help with the judging day

4. Back to Back Gardens —~ Theme -PP
As part of the 2022 Celebrations, the annual Back to back gardens projects will be themed around the Heraldic Flag
Project at part of the Congleton Town Council 750 Charter Year

5. ROUTE- All
See draft appendix 2

6. Marketing- Spotter sheets and info packs for all to explore our open spaces and Congleton Park — RB
Create a marketing folder for local school, youths group, nursing homes, on our different parks and gardens,
including spotter sheets, fun facts and maps

7. Green Boulevard - BE
Video shown to In bloom committee of a Green Boulevard and how it could be created in Congleton.

AOB

PP = Bee Garden awaiting approval from CEC and Ansa

PP = Football Ciub, liaise regarding entering as a IYN, arrange a site meeting

PP = Sawmill will be entering as a IYN for 2022

PP= Re-branding the work on re-wilding, for example planting for pollinators.

GW = Volunteers equipment now available through CEC/ Ansa includes PPE and equipment, only to be used

through CTC volunteers activities.

Actions

- Everyone to go through the Portfolio, make changes and add comments for next meeting

- PP = contact all local scouts, brownies, air cadets etc regarding joining the Wheelbarrow Challenge.

- RB = Contact B Pendieton regarding our scores of 9/10, how to increase to 9.5 or 10/10 { A3 — Plant Selection, A4
-plant Quality , B2-Natual Environment, B3- Environmentally quality and resources, C1- Year around activity and
future commitment)

- RB = Next Bear necessities — calendar of events of in bloom activities. Tidy Days, and Spring Clean up

- Wells Pharmacy — Pedestrian Area clean up

- Mountbatten Way - Trees to be planted in the ground not planters

- RB - CEC wildlife signs

RN T o
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Heraldic Back-to-Back Gardens

As part of the 2022 celebrations, our annual Back-to—Back gardens project
(part of the Community Gardens Festival at Congleton Park) will be themed around the
Heraldic flag project currently going on around the town.
There will be 60 flags flying in the Town Centre and we would like to reflect some of the
colour themes (bright primary colours, see below) and designs (bold shapes) in the
gardens. You might design a new emblem for your school or choose shapes to block plant.

We are also looking for local schools to help us with decorating the poly tunnel (with 70m
of walls to make brighter) with Heraldic-style bunting. The designs can be shield-shaped
for example or other appropriate shapes designed by the children & students.

The back-to-back gardens will be 1.2m x 2.4m or 1.5 x 2.5m. As usual we will be planting
out the gardens in early July, so there is time to design and grow during the spring.

As part of the festival there will be wheelbarrows (provided by Congleton in Bloom &
WDT) planted by local nurseries, schools, care homes, other groups. These are part of the
WDT Wheelbarrow Challenge competition.

The visitors, including the RHS judges
were thrilled with our ‘Colours of the
Rainbow’ themed gardens and
wheelbarrows in the first Community
Garden Festival in 2021, with comments
including ‘Excellent show feature,
amazing work by the children, so
colourful, uplifting’. Congleton won a
gold medal & best large town in the NW
in 2021, the festival played a big part in
this. We are representing the NW in the
national competition in 2022 and want
the festival to be our WOW factor.

If you want to take part in the 2022
Festival with a garden, wheelbarrow
and/or artwork please contact Patti Pinto on: pattipintol @gmail.com or 07577 611973
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