
Congleton Town Council 
Historic Market Town 

Chief Officer: David McGifford CiLCA 

3rd December 2020 

Dear Councillor, 

Town Council Meeting - 10th December 2020 

You are summoned to attend a meeting of the Council on Thursday 10th December 2020 

commencing at 7.00pm. This will be a virtual meeting which needs to be accessed via Zoom. 

The Zoom meeting entry details are: 

Meeting ID: 868 3252 3926 

Passcode: 152989 

Use this link to open the Council Meeting via Zoom on Thursday 10th December 2020. 

• The Public and Press are welcome to attend the meeting, please note - There will be 15

minutes at each meeting to receive any questions from Members of the Public, either

verbally or at the meeting, including those which have been received in writing 7 days

prior to the meeting.

• There may be confidential items towards the end of the meeting which the law requires

the Council to make a resolution to exclude the public and press in accordance with

Section 100 (B} (2) of the Local Government Act 1972.

Yours sincerely, 

D McGifford 

Chief Officer 

Congleton 

beartown 
where friends are made 

Congleton Town Council, Town Hall, High Street, Congleton, Cheshire CW12 lBN 

Tel: 01260 270350 

Email: info@congleton-tc.gov.uk www.congleton-tc.gov.uk 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86832523926?pwd=OFc5RW4xa1FkTDFFMk5KQ3UzNStBUT09


AGENDA 

1. Apologies for absence

Members are respectfully reminded of the necessity to submit any

apologies for absence in advance and to give a reason for non-attendance.

2. Minutes of Previous Meetings (Enclosed)

To approve and sign the minutes of the Council meeting held on 1st October 2020.

3. Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary Interest

Members are requested to declare both "non-pecuniary" and "pecuniary" interests

as early in the meeting as they become aware of it.

4. Questions from Members of the Public

There will be 15 minutes at each meeting to receive any questions from Members of the

Public, either verbally at the meeting including those which have been received in writing

7 days prior to the meeting.

5. Urgent Items

Members may raise urgent items related to this committee but no discussion or

decisions may be taken at the meeting.

6. Town Mayor's Announcements (Enclosed)

To receive any announcements by the Town Mayor and to receive a list of the

Mayor's engagements.

7. Outstanding Actions

To review any outstanding actions from previous meetings and to provide an update on any

work in progress.

8. Youth Committee

To receive questions from Members of the Youth Committee present at the meeting.

9. Community and Environment Committee (Enclosed)

To receive the minutes of the Community and Environment Committee held on

24th September 2020.
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https://www.congleton-tc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/DRAFT-Council-Minutes-01.10.20.docx.pdf
https://www.congleton-tc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Final-CES-Minutes-24.09.20.pdf


10. Planning Committee (Enclosed)

To receive the minutes of the Planning Committee held on 17th September and

22nd October 2020.

11. Finance and Policy Committee (Enclosed)

To receive the minutes of the Finance and Policy Committee held on 10th September 2020.

12. Town Hall, Assets and Services Committee (Enclosed)

To receive the minutes of the Town Hall, Assets and Services Committee held on

6th August and 15th October 2020.

13. Congleton recycling Centre (Enclosed)

To comment on Cheshire East Council's proposals on not providing a Household Recycling Site 

in or near Congleton.

14. Cheshire East Councillors' Reports

To suspend Standing Orders to allow Councillors from the principal authority to report on

matters relating or impacting on Congleton.

15. Budget and Precept for 2021/22 (Enclosed)

To approve the Budget and Precept for 2021-22 as recommended by the Finance and Policy 

committee on 26th November 2020.

16. External Auditor Report and Certificate (Enclosed)

To receive the External Auditor Report and Certificate for 2019/20 and to note any

comments.

17. Support for Congleton School Pupils -Meals in School Holidays (Enclosed)

To agree on the Councils support for the provision of school meals in school holidays.

18. Resolution to exclude members of the press and public from items 19, 20, 21,22 and 23 due 

to Commercial Sensitivities
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https://www.congleton-tc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Final-Planning-Minutes-17.9.20.pdf
https://www.congleton-tc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Final-Planning-Minutes-22.10.20-2-Website.pdf
https://www.congleton-tc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Final-FP-minutes-10.09.20.docx.pdf
https://www.congleton-tc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Final-THAS-Minutes-06.08.20.doc.pdf


19. Town Centre Regeneration (Confidential)

To receive a report about key sites in the Town Centre and to agree any actions associated 

with this item.

20. Visitor Information Centre (Confidential)

To receive a proposal from the Chief Officer relating to the Visitor Information Centre.

21. Future Use of the Town Hall (Confidential)

To receive an update from the Chief Officer relating to the future use of the Town Hall and 

to agree any actions associated with this item.

22. Tour of Britain Cycle Race 2021 (Verbal)

To receive a verbal update relating to the possibility of hosting the start of a stage of the

Tour of Britain Cycle Race in September 2021.

23. Block Bookings at the Town Hall – Grand Hall and Bridestones Suite (Confidential Report)

To approve the proposal for the Chief Officer to be given delegated authority to negotiate the 

block booking rates stated within the report. 

To: All Members of the Council 

CC: Press 3, Burgesses 3, Congleton Visitor information Centre, Congleton Library, MP 
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16th October 

20th October 

19th October 

3pt October 

4th November 

8th November 

11th November 

25th November 

4th December 

5th December 

11th December 

13th December 

14th December 

TOWN MAYOR'S ENGAGEMENTS 

Vanilla In All Seasons Promotional Event 

Highways event to promote Social Distancing at Hightown 

Rotary Meeting (remote) Civic Presentation 

Rugby Club Promotion 

Tennis Club - Cheque Presentation to the Mayor 

Remembrance Sunday 

Remembrance Day 

Christmas Countdown 

Christmas Greeting Recording - Congleton Team Parish 

Rotary - Tree of Light 

Santa Fund raiser -Joi lyes Pet Store 

Congleton Community Carol Service 

Talking Newspaper Recording 

The Mayor also attends various other events including meetings, photo requests and grant 

presentation promotions. 

















































CONGLETON TOWN COUNCIL 

Minutes of the meeting of the Town Hall, Assets & Services Committee held on 

Thursday 15th October 2020 

Conducted via Zoom - Meeting ID: 890 5069 5769 

In attendance: 

Committee members: 

Suzy Firkin (Chair) 

George Hayes (Vice Chair) 

Duncan Amies 

David Brown 

Robert Douglas 

Robert Hemsley 

Rob Moreton 

Denis Murphy (Deputy Mayor) 

Ex Officio: Sally Ann Holland (Mayor) 

Non-Committee members: Amanda Martin 

1. 

2. 

Minutes 

Apologies for absence 

Apologies for absence (Members are respectfully reminded of the necessity to submit any 

apology for absence in advance and to give a reason for non-attendance). 

Apologies for absence were received from Committee member Councillor Robert Moreton 

and Non-Committee members Councillors Kay Wesley and Margaret Gartside. 

Minutes of Previous Meetings 

THAS/21/2021 Resolved to approve and sign the minutes of the Town Hall, Assets & 

Services Committee held on 6th August 2020. 









COMMITTEE: 

MEETING DATE 

AND TIME 

REPORT FROM 

AGENDA ITEM 

REPORT TITLE 

Background 

CONGLETON TOWN COUNCIL 

COMMITTEE REPORTS AND UPDATES 

Council 

7.00pm 10th December 2020 LOCATION 

Chief Officer 
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Congleton Recycling Centre 

Zoom 

On 10th November 2020, Cheshire East Council's Cabinet gave approval for plans to be 

sent out for public consultation to close some of its recycling sites in 2023. 
There are currently eight sites and the Cabinet approved four different proposals to 

reduce that number to between three and six. None of these four proposals retains a site 

in Congleton, which means that our residents would have to travel all the way to 

Macclesfield. 

Congleton is the fourth biggest town in Cheshire East with an ever-growing population. 

While we understand that the Congleton waste disposal site has to be relocated because 

its current owner does not wish to renew the lease, Cheshire East Council had already 

planned to create a new purpose-built site for Congleton. 

On 20th February 2020, Cheshire East full council approved the medium-term financial 

strategy and within its capital programme, there was a budget of £4 million for a new 
purpose-built site for Congleton to be spent over the two years of 2020/21 and 2021/22. 

A modern purpose-built recycling centre is just what our environment needs and the 

cancellation of this worthwhile project by Cheshire East's Cabinet was without discussion 

by full council. 

The document presented to Cabinet proposing closures of household recycling sites was 

deeply flawed by lacking the information necessary to make an informed decision. 

Consideration of the implications of an ever-growing number of residents living in 

Congleton does not seem to have been taken into account. 

Furthermore, this report on page 130, detailed the average number of users per day for 

each of the recycling sites during May and June 2020. However, the months of May and 

June 2020 were during the first lockdown when large numbers of residents did not dare 

venture out to protect loved ones from the virus. Even on these flawed figures, the 

additional travelling enforced on just Congleton residents will increase CO2 emissions by 

over 200 tonnes per yea� 

This report estimates that with the closure of the Congleton site and only retaining four 

or fewer recycling sites, the total throughput tonnage for Macclesfield would more than 

double. 

While the report reveals the anticipated savings that could be achieved by the closure of 

sites, it has failed to look at the cost implications resulting from increasing tonnage of 
those sites retained. The report just states that there is significant, as yet un costed, 

works required at the Macclesfield site. 

The report also acknowledges that under some of its proposals, the increase in 
throughput tonnage of the retained sites would result in significant increases in vehicle 

movements of residents and service vehicles and that, as there is limited space for 

queuing, the queues could end up on public highways, with no doubt many car engines 

idling in the longer queues. 

It is also worth noting that this report approved by Cabinet hardly touches on the critical 

issues relating to the environment. 

The report does acknowledge that with fewer sites, residents will make longer journeys 

and that some of Congleton's tonnage could be lost. 
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COMMITTEE: 

MEETING DATE 

AND TIME 

REPORT FROM 

AGENDA ITEM 

REPORT TITLE 

Introduction 

Budget and Precept 

Decision requested 

COMMITTEE REPORTS AND UPDATES 

Council 

10.12.2020 

7pm 

LOCATION Via Zoom 

Chief Officer and Responsible Financial Officer 

16 

Budget and Precept 2021-22 

The Council's budget for the year 2021- 22 was discussed and considered in 

detail at the Finance and Policy committee meeting on 26th November 2020. 

The first stage in developing the draft budget was to review the current income 

and expenditure levels for the first 6 months of this financial year on each of the 

cost codes entries (appendix.2) 

This initial work was undertaken by the Chief Officer and the Responsible 

Financial Officer following discussions with senior members of staff and provides 

a forecasted end of year expenditure which will show an indicative overspend or 

underspend. 

The next stage was to take into account the considerations listed below to create 

a draft budget prepared by officers. This was then presented to the Chair, Vice 

Chair and previous vice Chair of Finance Committee to discuss and analyse the 

information and propose amendments where applicable. This draft budget was 

considered by the Finance and Policy Committee on 26/11/20 and is now being 

recommended to Council (appendix 1) 

Considerations 

► Impact of COVID 19

► Current expenditure levels

► Initial National guidelines on salaries and pensions

► Inflation

► Delivery of the Councils Business Plan

► Town Hall operational and management review

► Town hall maintenance requirements following Health and Safety Reviews

► Streetscape Development review

► Community Initiatives

► Capital Investment

► Review of current reserves allocation (appendix 3}

This budget will be an increase of 1.99% which equates to £1.78 per year for a 

band D property or 1.7Sp per week. 

To approve the budget and precept of £954,146 for 2021/22. 

1 























COMMITTEE REPORTS AND UPDATES 

COMMITTEE: Council 

MEETING DATE 10.12.2020 LOCATION Via Zoom 

AND TIME 7pm 

REPORT FROM Responsible Financial Officer 

AGENDA ITEM 17 

REPORT TITLE External Audit Report 

Introduction Pl<F Littlejohn was appointed as Congleton Town Council's external auditor in 

2017 /18 by the Smaller Authorities Audit Appointments (SAAA) for a 5 year term. 

SAAA is an independent, not for profit, limited company established to procure 

external audit services and appoint external auditors for smaller authorities. 

A smaller authority is defined as an authority where the higher of gross annual 

income or expenditure does not exceed £6.5 million. 

The principal legislation governing the statutory functions of SAAA is the Local 

Audit and Accountability Act 2014. 

PKF Littlejohn carry out a limited assurance review of the Town Council's 

accounts. 

Updates There is a qualification from PKF Littlejohn as they felt that a donation of £2,000 

received in 2019/20 for Covid projects in 2020/21 should not be treated as an 

income in advance creditor. However, this should not be considered material and 

they have not charged any extra fee for pointing this out. 

Decision requested To receive the External Audit Report and Certificate for 2019/20 
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COMMITTEE: 

MEETING DATE 

AND TIME 

REPORT FROM 

AGENDA ITEM 

REPORT TITLE 

Background 

Current Position 

Environmental 

Considerations 

Equality 

Considerations 

CONGLETON TOWN COUNCIL 

COMMITTEE REPORTS AND UPDATES 

Council 

7.00pm 10th December 2020 LOCATION Zoom 

Arising from the Community and Environment Committee Officer: 

:Communities and Marketing Manager and Deputy Chief Officer 
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Support for Congleton School Pupils - Meals in School Holidays 

On 12th November 2020 the Town Council's Community and Environment 

Committee resolved: 

CE/45/2021 Resolved in principle that Congleton Town Council would like to 

support Primary and Secondary Pupils in receipt of free school meals to receive 

meals/ funding for meals during the holidays or school closures in the event of the 

Government or Principal Authority not fulfilling this role. 

There was a strong feeling that this role should be picked up at a higher level. 

Budgets for this ultimate safety net would need to be agreed at Council. 

The Government has since pledged to support schools across England through the 

Holiday and Activities and Food Programme throughout 2021. This was updated 

on the 16th November 2020. 

As the Government has pledged to fund this project, this paper is coming to 

Council for confirmation of the Town Council's position and to enable the Chief 

Officer to use his delegated authority to approve emergency support to ensure 

that Congleton school children are not at risk of going hungry over the school 

holidays or periods of isolation. 

Congleton has 8 primary schools and two high schools in the Town Council area. 

In November 2020 there were 338 primary pupils and 335 secondary school 

pupils receiving free school meals. At £3 per head this would cost £10,095 per 

week to cover all costs. As the Government pledge makes it clear that they will 

fund these meals throughout 2021 for holidays and isolation purposes, there 

should not be a need for the Town Council to get involved. 

In line with the recommendation from the Community and Environment 

Committee, approval is sought for the Chief Officer to use his delegated powers 

to authorise up to £5,000 spend from the COVID-19 EMR if an emergency 

situation arose and a school needed help to support a Congleton family (£3 per 

qualifying pupil per day). 

We would work with the schools and their mechanisms for delivering this project 

in the best way. 

This project is aimed at helping young people most in the greatest need in our 

community during a challenging time. 






