Annual Internal Audit Report 2019/20

CON(&*LE & Tonoe)  Copatiyed b

This authority's internal auditor, acting Independently and on the'basls of an assessrient of sk,
carrled out a selective assessment of compliance.with relevant procedures and controls to be in
operation during the financlal year ended 31 March 2020,

The internal audit for 2019/20 has been carried out In accordance with this authority's needs

and planned coverage, On the basls of the findings in the areas examined, the internal audit
conclusions are summarised In this table. Set out below are the objectives of infernal control

and alongside are the Internal audit conclusions on whether, in all significant respects, the control
objectives were belng achieved throughout the financlal year to a standard adequate to meet the
needs of this authorlty.

& lINBNCIBE yaar,

A, Ampriaa accoi!n '_ 7' rope ro oul

8. This authority complied with s financlal regulations, payments were supported by Involces, all
expendliure was approved and VAT was appropriately accounted for,

C. This authority assassad the sighiflcant risks fo achisving lis ableclivas snd reviewed the adequacy
of arrangaments to managé thesa,

D. The precep!t or rates requireient resultad from an adequate budgetary process; pragress agalnst
the budget was reguiarly monitored; and ressrves wers appropriate.

E. Expactad income was fully recalved, basad on correct prices, propery recardad and promptly
banked; and VAT was appropriately accounted for,

B Pelty sash paymients were properly supported by recelpts, all petly ensh expanditure was
approved and VAT appropriately accounted for,

Q. Salatles {o etmployess and allowances to members were pald in accordance with this alhorlty's
approvals, and PAYE and Nf requirements were properly applied,

H, Assel and Invesimants teglstars were complote and accurate and proparly malntained,

t. Perlodlc and year-end hank account recontlliations wera properiy cerrled out,

J. Accounting statemants preparad during the year were prapared on the eotrect aceotinting basts
{racelpts and payments or income and expendilure), agraad 1o the cash book, supporied by an
aderuata audl trall from underlylng racords and whete appropriate deblors and oreditors were
properly recordad,

K. IF the authorlly certified itsslf ag exempt from & imited asstrance review in 2018/19, Il mat the
exemplion criteria and carrectly daclared Hsell exempt. (If the suthorly had a imited assurange v’
raview of il 2018/19 AGAR tlck 'not covered™)

L. The atihority has demonslrated that during summer 2019 {L corrently pravided for the exerclse
of pubils rights as raquirsd by the Accounts and Audlt Regulations, v

NS ESEN RN RN RN

<

M. (For Jopal souncils only)
Trust funds (including charltabla) - The sounall mat its responsibliittes as a trustes.

For any cther risk areds identlfied by this authorily adequate contrele existad (st any other rlsk areas on separate sheats If needsd),
Date(s) nternal audit undertaken Mame of parsoh who Qgrrlge\f o‘ull the Internal audit

Gy B
i

Signature of psrson who f & N

[

carrlad out the Intarmal audit ﬁ @ Date § OS/ e
*If the responsea ls no’ you must Include & note Yo etate the Impifoations and sotlon baing taken to addrass any weakness In conirel
{dentited (add separate sheels If needed),

**Note: If the responsa s 'not caverad' please stale when the most recant Internal audit work was done In this area and whan il is
naxt planned, or, if coverage fs riof required, the annui Internal aud)t report must explaln why not (add separate sheets If nended),
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Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement 2019/20

We acknowladge as the members of;

" -Congleton Town Council

our responsihility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements fot
the preparation of the Accounting Siatements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respact to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2020, that:

management during the year, and for the preparation of
the accounting statements.

1. Wa have puit in place arrangements for ffeclive flnacll

|| prepared fts accounting staterents In accordance
<. | with the Accounts and Audit Regulations,

2, Wa malintalned an adequate system of Inlernal control

and carruplion and reviewad lis effectivenass.

ncluding measures deslgned to prevent and datect fraud

- | made proper arrangements and acceplad responsibility
* || for safeguarding the public money and resolirees I
\ lis charge.

3, We taok all reasonable steps to assure ourselves
lhat there are no matters of actua! ar poteniial
non-compliance with faws, regulations and Proper
Practices thal could have a significand financial effect
on the abliity of this authorily to conduct its
husiness or manage s {finances.

has only done what It has the legal power to do and hes
comptlied with Proper Practices in dolng sa.

4. We provided proper opporiunlty during the year for
tha exarcise of alecters’ rights In accordance with the
requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

during the year gave all parsons Iinteresied the opporiunily o
Inspect and ask quesilons about this authorily’s accounts.

B, We carrled out an assessmant of the rsks faclng this
authorily and took appropriate steps fo manage those

external Insurance cover where requirad.

risks, including the introduction of Internal controls andfor

considered and documentad the financial and ather isks It
facas and dealf with them proparly.

6. We malntalned throughout the year en ade(uate and
effeclive syatem of intarnal audit of the acceunling
records and control systems,

arrangad for a competent person, independent of the financlal
controis and procedures, to give an objective view on whether
i Internal contrals meat the neads of this smaller authorlly,

7. We took appropiiate action on all matters ralsed
In reports from intemal and extarnal audit.

| responded to matlers brought to its altention by Internal and
| exlernal aud,

8. Wa consldered whather any litlgation, llabllittes or
commitments, events or lransaclions, occurting either
duting or afler the year-end, have a financlal Impact on

in the accounting statements.

this authorily and, where appropriate, iave included them

8. (For local councils only) Trust funds Including
charilabls, In our capacily as the sole managing
trustee we discharged our accountability
responsibllities for the fund(s)/assets, including
financtal reporling and, if required, independent
axanination or audit,

! disclosed everything It should have about ils business activity
diring the year Including evenls teling place after the year
end if relevant.

has met all of s responsibiities where, as a body
comparata, it Is a sole managing frustee of a local
frust or frusts.

*Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separale sheet for each ‘No' response and describe how the

authority will address the weaknesses identified, These sheats must he publigshed with the Annual Governance Statement,

This Annuat Governance Statemenl was approved at a

maeting of !he authorily on.
L23/07/2020 -

and recorded as mlnuta reference.

ctefiz]20a)

- Clerk

Signed hy the Chalrman and Clerk of the meeting where
approval was glven:

Chalrman

Aulhor]ly wab address
www, congleton~tc gov.uk

Other Information required by the Transparency Godes (not part of Annual Governance Statement)
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Section 2 — Accounting Statements 2019/20 for

Congleton Town Council

. Balances rght s , Tota aanc an raserve a he ag nng !hyear
forward L. 707,750, BO7,075] as recorded In the financial records. Yalue must agree to
o Box 7 of previous year.

2. (+) Pracept or Rates and Ci Total amount of precept (or for IDBs ralss and leviss)
Levies 836,152 884,152 received or recelvabla in the year. Excluds any grants

recaived.

3. {+) Total other recelpts - Total income or recelpts as racarded in the cashbook less

. . 565,626 548,602/ the precept or ratesflevies receivad (line 2). Include any
R granis receivad.
4. {-) Staff cosls S T Y Total expenditure o payinents made o and on behalf
N S of ail employees. Inclide gross salaries and wages,
_ "699’969 ~706,581 employers NI contributlons, employers pension
s contributions, gratullies and severance payments.

8. (-} Loan interesticapltal AT LT Total expenditure or payments of capital and inlerest
fepayments . 58,014 «42.432| made during the year on the authorlly’s borrawlings (if any).

6. (-} All other payments e S Tolal expendifure or payments as recorded in the cash-

+-534,370, -~B804,848| haok tess staff costs (line 4) and loan Interest/capital
o repayments (line 8).

7. (=) Balancas canied Tl L Total balances and reserves at the end of the year. Must
forward ' 80?,075 885,968 oqual (142+3) - (4+5+6},

8. Total value of cash and ST L The sum of ali current and deposit bank accounts, cash
short term investments /833,590 918,520 holdings and short term investments held as at 31 March —

TR To agree with bank reconciifation.

9, Total fixed assets plus B T The value of all the property the authority owns - if Is made
long term Investmenis 2,866,258 2,869,088| up of all its fixed assets and long term investments as at
and assets o7+ 31 March.

10. Total borrowings DA o Cr 0| The outstanding capital balance as at 31 March of all loans

1 B73,408) 347,583 from third parties (inchiding PWLB).

11. {For Local Councils Only) Disclosure hote The Councll, as a body corporafe, acls as sole frustes for
re Trust funds (Including charltable) and Is responsible for managing Trust funds or assets.

4 N.B. The figures in the accounting stalements above do
1| not include any Trust iransactions.

| certify that for the year ended 31 March 2020 the Accounting
Statements in this Annuat Governance and Accouniability
Return have been prepared on elther a recelpts and payments
or Income and expenditura basls following the guldance in
Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authoritles - a
Practitioners' Guide to Proper Practices and present falily
the financial poslion of this authority.

Signed by Responsible Financial Offlcer before being
presented to the authorily for approval

Date s 2310712020

t confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authority on this date:

as recorded in minufe reference:

et /i3] 20n

‘..-" : Signed by Chairman o}.l} eating wheyg'the Accounting
| Siatements were approved,
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Section 3 — External Auditor Report and Certificate 2019/20

In respect of Congleton Town Council — CH0056

1 Respective responsibilities of the body and the auditor
This autharity is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a
sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in
accordance with Proper Practices which:

+ summarises the accaunting records for the year ended 31 March 2020; and

« confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as

external auditors.

Our responsibility is to review Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance
with guidance issued by the National Audit Office (NAO) on behalf of the Comptroller and Auditor General (see note
below). Qur work does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with International Standards on Auditing (UK
& Ireland) and does not provide the same level of assurance that such an audit would do.

2 External auditor report 2019/20

Except for the matters reported below, on the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR),
in our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our
attention glving cause for concem that retevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

The AGAR was not accurately completed before submission for review, Please ensure that amendments are corrected in the prior year
comparatives when completing next year's AGAR.:
s Inreviewing the Box 7 and 8 reconciliation, we have identified £2,000 of deferred income, Deferred income/grants should not be
included in the Box 7 and 8 reconciliation as all grants should be included in Box 3 in the year they are received.

Siher matters not affecting owr opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:
one

3 External auditor certificate 2019/20

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31
March 2020.

External Auditor Name o

External Auditor Signature

*Note; the NAQ issued guidarice applicable to external auditors'work on limited assurance reviews for 2019/20 in Audito
Guidance Nota AGN/02. The AGN is available from the NA websile (www.nao.org.uk) -
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