
Congleton Town Council 
Historic Market Town 

Chief Officer: David McGifford CiLCA 

6th November 2020 

Dear Councillor, 

Community & Environment Committee - Thursday 12th November 2020 

You are summoned to attend a meeting of the Community & Environment Committee, 

on Thursday 12th November 2020 at 7.00pm. 

This will be a virtual meeting which needs to be accessed via Zoom. 

Use this link to open the Zoom meeting for the Community & Environment 

Committee 12th November 2020. 

Meeting ID: 812 5594 3567 

Passcode: 020811 

• The Public and Press are welcome to attend the meeting, please note - There will be 15

minutes at each meeting to receive any questions from Members of the Public, either

verbally or at the meeting, including those which have been received in writing 7 days

prior to the meeting.

• There may be confidential items towards the end of the meeting which the law requires

the Council to make a resolution to exclude the public and press in accordance with

Section 100 (B) (2) of the Local Government Act 1972.

Yours sincerely, 

David McGifford 

CHIEF OFFICER 

Congleton 

beartown 
where friends are made 

Congleton Town Council, Town Hall, High Street, Congleton, Cheshire CW12 lBN 

Tel: 01260 270350 

Emai I: info@congleton-tc.gov.uk www.congleton-tc.gov.uk 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81255943567?pwd=ekZxS2xnRUNXbldXdmI0NzZYRXRCZz09


AGENDA 

1. Apologies for absence

Members are reminded of the necessity to give apologies in Advance of the meeting and to 

give reasons for absence.

2. Minutes of Previous Meetings (Enclosed)

To approve and sign the minutes of the Community and Environment Committee held on

24th September 2020 as a correct record.

3. Declarations of Interest

Members are requested to declare both "pecuniary" and "non-pecuniary" interests as early in 

the meeting as they become known. 

4. Outstanding Actions

See item 7 for updates from the Community and Environment Committee held on

24th September 2020.

5. Questions from Members of the Public

There will be 15 minutes at each meeting to receive any questions from Members of the

Public, either verbally at the meeting including those which have been received in writing 7 

days prior to the meeting.

6. Cheshire Police (Verbal Update)

To receive and consider a verbal report from a representative of Cheshire Police on

Policing matters affecting Congleton.

7. Updates Paper from 24th September Community and Environment Committee (Enclosed) 

To receive an updates paper from 24th September 2020 highlighting issues.

8. Anti-Social Behaviour Working Group Notes (Enclosed)

To receive the notes of the Anti-Social Behaviour Working Group held on 22nd October 2020 

and a short report from the Working Group Chair.

9. Congleton in Bloom Working Group Notes (Verbal Update)

To receive a verbal update from the Working Group Chair on the Christmas Calendar. 
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https://www.congleton-tc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/DRAFT-CE-Minutes-24.09.20-JM.docx.pdf
https://www.congleton-tc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/ASB-Minutes-22.10.20-v3.pdf


10. Congleton Green Working Group Notes (Enclosed)

To receive the notes of the Congleton Green Working Group held on 5th November 2020 and a 

short report from the Working Group Chair.

11. Health and Wellbeing Working Group Update (Enclosed)

To receive the notes of the Health and Wellbeing group held on the 24th September 2020 and a 

short report from the Working Group Chair.

12. Integrated Transport Working Group (Enclosed)

To receive the notes of the Integrated Transport Working Group held on the 25th September 

2020 and a short report from the Working Group Chair.

13. White Ribbon Working Group Update (Verbal)

To receive a short verbal update from the Working Group Chair.

14. COVID-19 Update on Community Activities and Projects (Enclosed)

To receive a report on behalf of the COVID Community Leads group on activities and proposals 

for community involvement over the next few months.

15. Support for Congleton School Pupils - Meals in School Holidays (Enclosed)

To receive a report from the Communities and Marketing Manager and Deputy Chief Officer, 

on proposals to provide support for Congleton school pupils during the school holidays until 

Easter 2021.

16. Childcare Training (Enclosed) 

To receive a report from Ruth Burgess (Streetscape Development Manager) and Cllr Kay Wesley on an 

opportunity to create more childcare training provision for Congleton residents. 

To: Members of the Community & Environment Committee 

Cllrs: Kay Wesley (Chair), Dawn Allen (Vice Chair) 

Martin Amies, Paul Duffy, Suzy Firkin, Margaret Gartside, Amanda Martin, 

Denis Murphy, Jean Parry and Mark Rogan 

Ex Officio: Cllr Sally Ann Holland (Town Mayor) 

Ccs: Appointed Members - Mr G Baxendale (Honorary Burgess) 

Mr E Clarke (Honorary Burgess) 

Other members of the Council for Information, Police, Honorary Burgess (1), Press (3), 

Congleton Library, Congleton Visitor Information Centre. 
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https://www.congleton-tc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Notes-of-Congleton-Green-05.11.20.docx.pdf
https://www.congleton-tc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/HW-Minutes-24.09.20.pdf
https://www.congleton-tc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Notes-of-ITWG-25.9.20.pdf
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Updates Paper from 24th September Community and Environment Committee 

This paper is provided to give Members an update on actions from reports 

discussed at a previous Community and Environment Committee and are still on­

going matters which are not included on the agenda. These items do not need a 

full paper and are on-going rather than discharged. 

The paper is for noting and will not be discussed unless a member has a question. 

CE/14/2021 Domestic Abuse Clinics for Congleton 

Cheshire Without Abuse (myCWA} are very pleased with the way the Domestic 

Abuse Clinics are developing in Congleton in partnership with Cheshire Police. To 

date they have hosted four clinics (9t September, 14th October, 21st October and 

28th October}. They have adopted a proactive approach and reached out to 15 

clients directly, and many more indirectly via general advertising about the work 

in Congleton. Meetings have been held face-to-face and by phone. The number of 

clinics were able to increase thanks to additional funding via Cheshire Community 

Foundation. 

Moving forward myCWA intends to continue being proactive in their approach 

reaching out to clients, local organisations and businesses in the area. Where 

necessary they have been able to refer clients into agencies to make sure that 

they get the correct support to move forward. One case has been referred to 

MARAC (the Multi Agency Risk Assessment Conference) which means that real 

harm has been prevented. Many thanks to all involved. 

CE/24/2021 Proposed Closure of Rope Walk Car Park 

We have received another email from Cheshire East Council on the 16th October 

2020 confirming that they were aware of the Town Council's position regarding 

Rope Walk Car Park and that our views would be taken into consideration when 

they make a final decision on the future of the car park. Further questions have 

been asked about when and how the decision will be made and a request to 

attend the meeting if it is via a committee. 
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COVID-19 Update on Community Activities and Projects 

This paper is to inform Councillors of some of the actions taking place within 

Congleton to support our Community during the on-going COVID-19 pandemic and 

to agree the Town Council's role in future COVID-19 related projects. 

During the COVID-19 pandemic Congleton Town Council, its officers and councillors 

have been working with numerous groups and organisations to help support the 

Congleton Community during the crisis. During the summer many of the activities, 

such as the COVID-19 Community support line were not needed. 

The Congleton Community Leads Group - made up of a wide range of organisations 

including Congleton Town Council, Cheshire East Council, Congleton Partnership, 

Ruby's Fund, Old Saw Mill, Bromley Farm Community Centre, St John's Centre, Plus 

Dane Housing, U3A, Visyon, New Life Church, Age UK and Chappell Centre have 

continued to meet on a monthly basis. 

On-going projects that in collaboration with this group we would like to see for 

Congleton include: 

1. Re-establish the Congleton COVID-19 Community phone line. Initially from

9-5 Monday to Friday with the possibility of extending into the evenings and

weekends. Via the phone line we will be able to help people with arranging

friendship buddy calls, help to collect essential items, offer basic advice on

the guidance, signpost and refer to professional or voluntary services. This is

particularly helpful for people who are unable to go online when so much of

the current information and advice is on line.

The diagram over the page shows the types and numbers of calls received 

on the phone line during the first lock down. 
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Support for Congleton School Pupils - Meals in School Holidays 

During the October school holidays there was a great deal of concern about 

parents of children who usually receive free school meals being unable to afford 

to feed children in the holidays or when the school must shut. The issue was 

resolved locally with Cheshire East Council providing supermarket vouchers for 

those eligible. 

It is unclear what the plans will be for the Christmas, February and Easter 

Holidays. Ideally the issue will be resolved at a national or local authority level. 

This paper sets out the costs and options to enable the Town Council to develop a 

position in principle on whether or not it would wish to step in if other support for 

holidays meals was not forthcoming for primary and/or secondary schools within 

the Congleton Town Council area. 

There are 8 primary schools and 2 secondary schools in the Congleton Town 

Council area. Some pupils may also attend schools in the parishes surrounding 

Congleton. For this paper I have not looked at Astbury, Bosley, Scholar Green, 

Mow Cop and Marton who relate to Congleton as their main town and have 

previously always supported town-wide initiatives. 

The numbers of pupils registered for free school meals for primary schools and 

pupil premium, as published on their websites, for secondary schools. This figure 

may fluctuate as circumstances change. 

Quinta 25 Havannah 49 

Buglawton 57 Marfields 51 

Blackfirs 12 Mossley 20 

Daven 92 St Mary's 32 

Eaton Bank - 156 Congleton High School - 179 

In the March 2020 lock down the Government provided schools with £15 per 

eligible pupil per week to ensure that those who benefitted from free school 

meals could still afford healthy, nutritious food when not at school. 
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Childcare Training 

The Childcare Workshop in March 2020 identified training of childcare workers as 

a challenge, since courses are often run in Macclesfield or Crewe and potential 

trainees with their own children or no transport struggle to get there. 

This means that some people are prevented from pursuing a career in childcare 

which has a knock-on effect on childcare provision and the ability of local parents 

to go to work. 

There is also known to be a resourcing challenge in social care, which has been 

highlighted by the COVID crisis. 

It was decided to evaluate if online learning might be an option to make training 

for a career in childcare or social care more accessible. 

Cllr Kay Wesley has worked with Karen Bruce, Adult Learning Manager at 

Macclesfield College, who has put together blended (online and face-to-face} 

learning programmes for both childcare and social care, up to NVQ Level 2 (see 

attached Appendix}. 

These courses: 

• Will be free to anyone on benefits or a low income.

• Include modules on employability skills, young/elderly care, safeguarding,

health & safety, digital skills, with optional modules on mental health, food

safety, first aid (paediatric/elderly} and stress awareness.

• Can support people on benefits to get back into work and at the same time

provide much-needed resource to the Childcare and Social Care sectors.

• Will potentially create more provision in these sectors which will then benefit

parents getting back to work, and the wellbeing of the elderly.

• Are mostly remote (webinar} or on line with just 2 days of the 4 weeks

requiring face-to-face tuition (home computer equipment for training can be

provided for people on a low income who do not have it}.

We have also worked with Usman Ashiq of Plus Dane Housing and Susie Mead of 

Friendly Faces Day Nursery, both of whom believe they know of a number of local 

people who would benefit from these practical get-to-work training courses. 

Karen Bruce would like to pilot of one of these blended courses in Congleton with 

a view to rollout across the whole Borough if successful. 
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