Congleton Town Council

Historic Market Town

Chief Officer: David McGifford CiLCA -
— w—ﬁl -

6th March 2020

Dear Councillor,

Community & Environment Committee — Thursday 12" March 2020

You are requested to attend a meeting of the Community & Environment Committee, to be held in
the Town Hall, High Street, Congleton on Thursday 12" March 2020 at 7.00pm.

The Public and Press are welcome to attend the meeting. There may be confidential items
towards the end of the meeting which the law requires the Council to make a resolution to exclude
the public and press.

Yours sincerely,

David McGifford
CHIEF OFFICER

AGENDA

1. Apologies for absence

(Members are reminded of the necessity to give apologies in Advance of the meeting and to
give reasons for absence).

2. Minutes of Last Meeting (Enclosed)

To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on 30t January 2020 as a correct record.

3. Declarations of Interest

Members are requested to declare both “pecuniary” and “non-pecuniary” interests as early in
the meeting as they become known.

4. Outstanding Actions

See item 8 — Updates Paper from 30" January 2020 Community & Environment Committee.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Questions from Members of the Public

To receive any questions from Members of the Public including those received in writing
7 days prior to the meeting.

Cheshire Police (Verbal Update)

To receive and consider a verbal report from a representative of Cheshire Police on
Policing matters affecting Congleton.

Hydro Scheme

To receive a short presentation from Dane Valley Community Energy Volunteers on the Hydro
Scheme and an update on the community shares option.

Updates Paper from 30 January 2020 C&E Committee (Enclosed)

To receive an updates paper highlighting issues raised at the previous
Community & Environment Committee meeting.

Anti-Social Behaviour Working Group (Enclosed)

To receive the notes of the Anti-Social Behaviour Working Group held on 9" January 2020 and
5t March 2020.

Health and Well Being Working Group (Enclosed)

To receive the notes of the Health and Well-Being Group held on 5" December 2019 and
13% February 2020.

Congleton Green Working Group (Enclosed)

To receive the notes of the Congleton Green Working Group from the 6% February and
13t February 2020.

Integrated Transport Working Group (Enclosed)

To receive the notes of the Integrated Transport Working Group from the 3™ February 2020.

Update on the War Memorial Hospital (Verbal update)

To receive a verbal update from Clir Suzy Firkin on Congleton’s War Memorial Hospital and in
particular the Minor Injuries Unit.

Street Naming in Congleton (Enclosed)

To receive a report on street names chosen, submitted and a call for more potential names for
streets in Congleton.



15. Childcare (Verbal update)

To receive a verbal update from Councillor Kay Wesley on actions taken following a survey in
2019 considering childcare issues in Congleton.

16. Coronavirus (COVID-18) (Verbal update)

To receive a verbal update on actions or latest advice on Coronavirus (COVID-19).

To: Members of the Community, Environment and Services Committee
Clirs: Kay Wesley (Chair), Dawn Allén (Vice Chair)

Martin Amies, Paul Duffy, Suzy Firkin, Margaret Gartside, Amanda Martin,
Denis Murphy, Jean Parry and Mark Rogan

Ccs; Appointed Members - Mr G Baxendale (Honorary Burgess)
Mr E Clarke (Honorary Burgess)

Other members of the Council for Information; Police, Honorary Burgess (1), Press (2), Congleton
Library, Congleton Tourist Information Centre.



CONGLETON TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COMMUNITY AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE HELD ON
THURSDAY 30 January 2020

PRESENT:
Committee members:
Dawn Allen {Vice Chair)
Martin Amies
Suzy Firkin
Margaret Gartside
Amanda Martin
Denis Murphy (Deputy Mayor)
Jean Parry
Mark Rogan

Non-Committee members
Suzie Akers Smith
Sally Ann Holland (Town Mayor)
Rob Moreton

1. Apologies for absence

Apologies for absence were received from Committee members Councillor
Kay Wesley (Chair) and non-committee member Councillor Robert Douglas.

2. Minutes of Last Meeting

To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on 7" November 2019 as a correct record.

CE/41/1920 Resolved to receive the minutes from the meeting held on
7th November 2019 as a correct record.

3. Declarations of Interest

Members are requested to declare both “pecuniary” and “non-pecuniary” interests as early in
the meeting as they become known.

Cheshire East Councillors Suzie Akers Smith, Sally Ann Holland and Rob Moreton declared an
interest as Cheshire East Councillors.

4. OQutstanding Actions

Note that these actions are covered in Agenda Item 8 - Updates paper from 7™ November
2019,



5. Questions from Members of the Public

}
To receive any guestions from Members of the Public including those received in writing
7 days prior to the meeting. There was a question from John Saville Crowther on dog fouling.

The question and response can be seen in Appendix A

6. Cheshire Police

Received a verbal report from a representative of Cheshire Police on Policing matters affecting
Congieton.

PC lain Bell from Cheshire Police provided updates on:

e Two Congleton PCSOs have left and are training as PCs — this has meant the beat teams are
short staffed, but recruitment plans are in place

o A person is being charged with theft from motor vehicles - this should go to court soon.

e No major incidents of Anti-Social Behaviour in the Town

e Had a good result from local intelligence in closing down a cannabis farm

e PC Helen Weeks has had received a lot of praise for the Safe Project working on positive
interaction with young people

e Inspector Kelly Johnston has started as the new Inspector for Congleton, taking over from
Inspector Penny Jones who has retired.

7. Plastic Free Congleton

To receive a report with recommendations on actions Congleton Town Council should take to
help Congleton become an accredited Plastic Free Town.

CE/42/1920 Resolved to recommend to Council that it passes a resolution to support Plastic

Free Congleton on its journey to achieve Plastic Free Status.

ACTIONS: Clir Margaret Gartside to represent the Council on Plastic Free Congleton
Create a plan to remova! or replacement of at least 3 items of single use plastic
from Council managed premises
Create and publicise a list on the web site of recycling and terracycling sites
Assist Plastic Free Congleton to find Terracycling Sites in Congleton
Assist in at least two litter picks
Assess adequacy of litter bins —~ especially around waterways

8. Updates Paper from 7t" November 2019 CES Committee

To receive an updates paper highlighting issues raised at the previous
Community, Environment & Services Committee meeting.

CE/43/1920 Resolved to note the updates.




9.

10.

11.

12,

Anti-Social Behaviour Working Group

To receive the notes of the Anti-Social Behaviour Working Group held on 24% October 2019.
CE/44/1920 Resolved to receive the notes of the meeting

Health and Well Being Working Group

To receive the notes of the Health and Well-Being Group held on 24" October 2019.
CE/45/1920 Resolved to receive the notes of the meeting.

Congleton in Bloom Group

To receive the notes of the Congleton in Bloom group held on the 3™ December 2019 and to
receive an update on news for the 2020 competitions.

CE/46/1920 Resolved to receive the notes of the meeting and the update on the involvement
of the group in the National Finals.

Congleton Events Calendar for 2020

To receive and discuss a report of events planned for Congleton in 2020 including some details
on the groups leading on the events.

CE/47/1920 Resolved to note the report.

Clir Dawn Allen
{Vice Chair)



APPENDIX ONE —- Letter from John Saville Crowther to CE Committee

I would like to bring this Committee’s attention to the disgusting issue of dog mess on our
pavements and public spaces, and to ask for your support in stamping out this revolting practice by
ignorant dog owners and walkers.

The other day, I went to collect my child from Congleton High School, as the weather was bad.
While I was waiting for my child, there were lots of school children leaving school onto Box Lane
towards Sandbach Road. I noticed that some of the children had discovered that they had trodden in
dog mess on Box Lane near the traffic lights. I found it rather distressing to see them all wiping
their shoes on the grass in the bad weather. As you can appreciate this is unavoidable when children
are so distracted by talking to each other instead of watching where they are walking.

Some children may have trodden this into school, walking through the Main Hall to get to their
classrooms and at lunch time the Main Hall is used for lunch breaks and some children accidentally
drop their lunch on the floor. I am really angry, we shouldn't we have to put up with this disgusting
behaviour from so few in our town?

[ feel for the parents when the children arrive home, some will just walk straight into their homes
not realising they have dog dirt on their shoes.

1 would like this Committee to consider this issue and let us know what can be done. I know I am
not alone in being appalled by this behaviour, just last week there was a letter in the Chronicle and
there have been numerous posts on social media.

Response to letter by John Saville Crowther

Congleton Town Council shares your frustration. It is illegal to fail to clear up after your dog under
the Cleaner Neighbourhood and Environment Act 2015 — as well as disgusting and creating an
unnecessary hazard.

As a Town Council we run campaigns to encourage people to clear up after their dog. We provide
and empty over 160 public bins across the town to make it easier for people to dispose of waste
properly. Dog waste can be placed in the ordinary public bins and well as the specific dog- bins.
We provide anti-dog fouling posters and spray stencils and can speak to groups and organisations
about the issues of dog fouling and help to run localised campaigns. We have installed three dog
bag dispensers in the town cenire to help reduce the issue of dog walkers who have ‘run out of
bags’.

Although the Town Council carries out street cleansing work in the area, it is not feasible to attend
every call requesting someone comes out to remove a single piece of fouling near their home.

In the Box Lane, we have put up signs to help warn the parents and children who attend Congleton
High school that there is dog fouling in the area so please take care when walking to and from
school.

We also work closely with the Cheshire East Wardens. The wardens have the powers to issue £100
fixed penalty notices to people not clearing up after their dog. If the public are aware of regular
offenders they can contact the wardens with times, locations and a description of the dog and
owner, and then the wardens can make targeted efforts to carry out enforcement in the area. The
dog wardens can be contacted on 0300 123 5021 or wardens(@cheshireeast.gov.uk




CONGLETON TOWN COUNCIL

COMMITTEE REPORTS AND UPDATES

COMMITTEE: Community and Environment Committee
MEETING DATE 12** March 2020 LOCATION Congleton Town Hall
AND TIME

REPORT FROM

Jackie MacArthur — Town Events and Marketing Manager and Deputy Chief
Officer

AGENDA ITEM
REPORT TITLE

8
Updates Paper from 30" January 2020 CE Committee

Background

This paper is provided to give Members an update on actions from reports
discussed at Community and Environment Committee on the 30" January, which
are not included on the agenda. These items do not need a full paper and are on-
going rather than discharged.

The paper is for noting and will not be discussed unless a member has a question.

Updates

CTC/36/1920 White Ribbon

A staff training session has been organised for the 27%" March 2020. The White
Ribbon team’s campaign plan and will come to a future CE committee.

CES/28/1920 — Dementia Friendly Congleton

Nine councillors attended a Dementia awareness session on Thursday 6"
February from 5.30pm — 6.30pm. The Dementia Friendly Congleton team meets
regularly and hosts dementia awareness sessions as well as working with more
businesses and creates publicity and activities which may be of interest to those
living with dementia.

CES /34/1920 - Climate Change Emergency

See two sets notes from Congleton Green —item 11.

CES/40/1920 — CEC Charging Policy for checking Fairs

Cheshire East Council is still working on this policy.

CE/42/1920 - Plastic Free Congleton

Following the recommendation from this committee the Town Council gave its
formal support to Plastic Free Congleton at Council on the 20t February. Plastic

Free is part of the litter picks on the 7" and 21" March and are progressing well
towards meeting the targets to apply for Plastic Free Community Status.

Proposai

To note this report.




Anti-Social Behaviour Working Group
Spence Suite 3.30pm
Minutes of the Meeting 9™ January 2020

Present:

Cllr Kay Wesley {Chair) Clir Amanda Martin {AM)
Cllr Denis Murphy (DM}) Glen Williams- (GW)
Tyler Cartwright — Youth Council {TC) Jackie MacArthur (JMacA)
Julia Pestell Hassell CEC {JPH) Stg Paul Brunton (PB)

Kelly Johnston — (Cheshire Police)

Apologies —, Ruth Burgess, Cllr Rob Moreton (RM) Clir Sally Ann Holland (SAH)
Notes of the meeting on the 24" Qctober 2019 accepted as a true record
Matters arising:

e Moody Hall - requests from the team for it to be re-secured — but it’s being
ripped off. Believe someone was living on the top floor. To keep an eye on.
IJMacA ask for an update from CEC

e 101 issues — the new online version now up and running as an alternative to
the phone. An issue raised about the boxes being closed and limited and not
obvious how to pass on certain information that people want to pass intel on
suspicious behaviour. Paul and Kelly to pass on concerns.

PSPO — Police were notified that someone was pulling plants within the PSPO area—
Police attended but no-one there and no plants having been pulled out.

Homeless Issue — police keeping a watch on the area. All the people that
occasionally chose to sleep in this area have beds to go to.

. Youth Issues and places to meet - Clir Rob Moreton and Tyler from the youth
committee invited to visit Bamboogie as a possible venue for one-off youth events.
Rob to report back on this and other venues.

Cllr Kay Wesley finding out about a scheme in Longton where young people are able
to use an empty shop unit.

. CCYV Updates

CEC CCTV manager will look to install a temporary CCTV camera in West Street so we
can compare the benefits of West Street as location as well as Barn Road. Sight line —

survey to be carried out CEC.
Police are aware of CCTV cameras for lots premises.



Manager of the CCTV HQ to be invited to next ASB meeting

Drug and Alcohol Hotspots
Thomas Street/ Cooper Street and Hilary Avenue — dealing from vehicles

Anti-Social Behaviour Hotspots

Since the 30" November — 11 incidents of ASB across the whole of Congleton and wider
area. This compares to 22 the year before.

Streetscape has reported little in the way of Graffiti or needles/drug paraphernalia

Theft from motor vehicles happening all over Congleton — remains a priority. Some try all
doors on vehicles along a road. Works vehicles are being broken into. Thefts from high value
vehicles for a catalytic converter.

Lots of rubbish along the canal by the station, graffiti,
Julia to speak to Probation Service, Glen to speak to the Canal and Rivers Trust.

AOB

Street-a -week happening on the 24" February -whole Beat Team — Monday evening
Chance for the ASB team to volunteer — Police to send information to the group.

inspector Kelly Johnstone introduced herself —previously worked in Knutsford and has a
good working knowledge of Congleton. Has replaced Inspector Penny Jones, who has
retired.

Police have been on a big recruitment drive. 44 new police joined Cheshire in January. More
intakes in March, June and November. PCSOs will also be recruited.

inspector Kelly Johnstone to send contact details to Jackie Mac to circulate to the group.

Chris Williams DCI- carrying out a review around vulnerable people. Lots of efforts put into
safeguarding vulnerable young people. More focus also needs to be placed on vulnerable
older people. Denis Murphy finding out more details from Cheshire East and inspector Kelly
Johnstone to find out more details from the Police — add to the next agenda.

Pub Watch -group agreed it would be a good idea to invite Mick Short, the new Chairman of
Pub Watch as a guest to the next meeting.

DATES OF NEXT MEETINGS:

Thursday 5™ March - 3.30pm —5pm
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Health and Well Being Working Group
Special Meeting to meet with Cheshire East and NHS CCP Group
Minutes Thursday **" December 2019
Spencer Suite, Town Hall

Present:
Cllr Mark Rogan Clr Suzie Firkin Clir Kay Wesley
Jackie MacArthur Clir David Brown Cllr Margaret Gartside
Muktadir Khan {CEC) Julie Walker (CEC)
1. Apologies: Cllr Suzie Akers Smith, Cllr Dawn Allen
2. Actions from minutes on the 3" October
a) Website — Jackie and Kay working on it on the 12" December —~ Mark Rogan wishes to be
present
b) Visyon — Update from Clir Suzy Firkin — Visyon would like to provide a service for the 18-25
range. Would probably be around 50 referrals a year from Congleton. Cost of supporting it
with a Visyon-based level of service would be around £26,000 per annum. More likely to
increase over the time eg/ £13K year 1, £20K year 2, £26k year 3. Looking at funding
sources. Lloyds Bank Foundation? CRH Charitable Trust. Visyon keen to proceed and has
the capacity to start. What would CTC need to do to make that happen. Clir Suzy Firkin to
liaise and find out what levels of support and help we can give. Need to link with Jamaila
CCP. Also involve CHOC —to feed into care community leaders and clinical commissioning.
NEW ACTIONS TO MOVE FORWARD
c) 10t December — CHOC — (Congleton and Holmes Chapel} — GP and commissioning group —
supporting groups.
d) Cllr Suzy Firkin still to contact Dr lan Hulme
e) SWANS — talking therapies — Cllr Margaret Gartside to find out what support is
offered/needed
f) Denise Ballie — Care Community Coach on Mental Health.
item 3 Notes on Partner Meeting on 24 October

Still need to check and chase up:

Visit to Chester Crisis Café — planned for January

Update on the band 7 nurse — no futher information

Update on work towards a Congleton Crisis centre — Bear Hugs Congleton / Together
Congleton Café seem better names than Crisis Café

Any update on Dr lan Hulme



ftem 4 - Julie Walker — CEC Connected Communities, Mentai Health lead

CHOC (Congleton and Holmes Chapel} — Mental Health lead -~ advocate for peer support
groups. Peer support can help prevent people needing higher levels of care/support. Julie

has many years of experience including experience working with bi-polar UK. Very little
community peer support mental health groups. Big issue around safeguarding, safe place,
appropriateness, confident of health professionals to recommend them.

Connected Communities putting a member of staff from the Old Saw Mill on two days
Mental Health first aid training.

Julie going to be setting up a network support group to train network leaders and give
them a tool kit to support them to set up a safe peer support group.

Talking therapies has been running a group session at OSM for 18 months or so. Funding
has stopped and instead of the group stopping, two members of the group want it to keep

going. Julie to supply a table for people to fill in a table of peer support that is available in
Congleton. Supporting the support groups — best practice.

Social Prescribing model — but need to look at capability and capacity — need to make sure
that you can do the right thing for people. (ANDY MILLS)

Living Well Website — need a more focussed approach for Congleton.

5 — Connected Communities - Mental Health is one of Congleten’s Four Priorities
Explanation from Muka of Our Bright idea — upto £10K ~ starting something new. Can be used for
Capital and Revenue. My Bright Idea — upto £250 — don’t need all the governance/constitution —

can go to a personal bank account. £250 will be in front of a small panel — short presentation.
Closing date is the 27" December, 27 March, 26" June, 25" September and 18" December.
Muka to come back about funding to promote Big idea.

6 Shared Knowledge of Mental Health Support in Congleton

a) Gaz Lewis — Nailed it group —to invite to a future meeting

b) Talking Therapies - CEC has pulied the plug on level 1 funding across the area. Two
members of talking therapies — group of 10 — 20 people. Late 40s/early 50s very keen to
keep it going and has really helped them. Old Saw Mill — get the two people to apply for

the £250 to keep the group going
7. Action Plan — delayed to the next meeting
8. AOB — Mountview — confirmed that not on the list for immediate closure/disposal.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING — TO BE ARRANGED
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CONGLETON TOWN COUNCIL

COMMITTEE REPORTS AND UPDATES

COMMITTEE: Community and Envircnment Committee

MEETING DATE 12 March 2020 LOCATION Congleton Town Hall

AND TIME

REPORT FROM Jackie MacArthur — Town Events and Marketing Manager and Deputy Chief
Officer

AGENDA ITEM 14

REPORT TITLE Street Naming in Congleton — update and call for more suggestions

Cheshire East Borough Council has the duty to name and sign streets. This is usefui for
Current Status deliveries and for visitors to the local area but most importantly it is vital in the event of
an urgent situation that a street can be located quickly by the emergency services.

As part of this process the Address Management Team at Cheshire East consult with
Ward Councillors and Town and Parish Councils about names,

Anyone can submit a suggestion for a future name of a street to go onto the Street
Naming Register.

Note:
s Streets cannot be named after a product, company or service,
e [Ifitis a prominent local person they should no-longer be living
» Alocal/ historical connection is preferable
» For estates a theme is preferabie
s It must be a ‘new’ name. The name cannot already exist in the postcode,

Last July, Congleton Town Council were asked for five new names for an estate off Back
Lane. The Town Council put forward the names of five women who have played a
significant role in the history of Congleton, as researched by Councillor Kay Wesley.
These names have been accepted by the Developer and the Royal Mail.

Name
Name Forename Role When Given
Women's activist, diarist, writer, suffragist,
Elizabeth champion of education & health — lived in 19th-
Efmy Wolstenholme | Congleton 20th C | Elmy Avenue
Margaret MBE, Charity work and lifetime of project to Williamson
Willlamson | Mary improve life in Congleton 20th C | Close
Gemmell War Doctor, Set up Quinta hospital in Ormiston
Ormiston | Margaret Congleton for wounded soldiers 20th € | Way
OBE, President of RCN, Mobilised at Congleton
Turner Theodora during the war 20th C | Turner Drive
E
1945-
| Burgess Jessie Mayor of Congleton (first woman Mayor) 47 Burgess Place




Current Situation

In February we were asked to consider names for a development off Buxton Road
and after consultation with Councillors and the Museum we have submitted
names connected with the original names of the fields on which the houses are
being built. We will find out in due course if these or other names will be used for
this land.

Next Steps

With the amount of building taking place in Congleton it is reasonable to assume
that more developers will consult/ ask address management if there are
suggestions for local names.

In the office we are starting to collect a list of suggestions from Councillors and
interested members of the public that could be put forward for consideration.

Themes that have come forward include:
e History field/tythe names
s Historic characters of Congleton
¢ Names connected with Congleton - ribbons, sand, fustian making, bears
e Names connected with natural habitat

Proposal

To note this report and to call for further ideas for future street names in
Congleton.




