CONGLETON TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE FINANCE AND POLICY COMMITTEE
th
Held on 7 January 2010
PRESENT

Councillors

N J Bayley (Chairman)
G Baxendale
G R Edwards
D Martin
D Murphy
D A Parker
E Clarke (Mayor)

1. APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs L Bossons, D T
Brown (Deputy Mayor) and Mrs S A Holland.
.
2. MINUTES
rd

FAP/32/0910 RESOLVED: That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Committee held on 3
December 2009 be agreed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest.
4. OUTSTANDING ACTIONS
There were no outstanding actions.
5. GRANT APPROVALS & COMMITMENTS 2009/10

The Committee noted the grant expenditure and commitments for 2009/10 and commented
that some of the unclaimed grants could be carried forward to the next financial year.
6. NEW APPLICATIONS FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
The following applications were considered for financial assistance:i)

Ruby’s Fund
An application for grant aid to discount Town Hall Hire charges from Ruby’s Fund was
considered FAP/33/0910 RESOLVED: That a discount of 20% on Town Hall hiring charges
be approved.

ii)

Congleton Choral Society
The Committee considered a further application for grant aid from the Congleton Choral
Society and examined an income and expenditure report produced by the Society for the
Concert held before Christmas, FAP/34/0910 RESOLVED: That the request for further
grant aid be declined, but, the Society should be advised to request sponsorship towards
advertising cost from the Town Council for the next concert.
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7.

iii)

The Committee noted a letter of thanks from the Reverend David Taylor, Holy Trinity
Church for the grant of £2000 provided by the Town Council.

iv)

An application for grant aid from Katie Bratby for a garden project was further
considered. The Committee noted the additional information and decided to take no
further action.

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM OTHER COMMITTEES
There were no recommendations from other Committees.

8.

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT VISIT
The cost of insuring the group visiting the European Parliament was presented to the
committee for consideration.
FAP/34/0910 RESOLVED: That the cost of £196.35 to insure the party visiting the European
Parliament be approved.

9.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS
There were no other items of business.

10. RESOLUTION TO EXCLUDE THE PUBLIC AND PRESS
FAP/35/0910 RESOLVED: –That in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to
Meetings) Act 1960, public and press be excluded from the meeting for the matters set out
below on the grounds that it could involve the likely disclosure of private and confidential
information or staff matters.
11. DRAFT BUDGET 2010/11
The committee were informed that the amendments proposed at the last meeting of Finance
& Policy had now been included in the draft budget presented for consideration. Cost
increases had primarily arisen as a consequence of having to commence repayment of the
loans to refurbish the Town Hall in the next financial year, whilst loss of income from bank
interest had also had a negative effect.
FAP/36/0910 RESOLVED: That the draft budget be approved and to be forwarded to the
Town Council meeting with a recommendation for approval.

N J Bailey
CHAIRMAN
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