CONGLETON TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE FINANCE AND POLICY COMMITTEE
held on 11th June 2009
PRESENT
Councillors
N J Bayley (Chairman)

                                              G Baxendale




Mrs L Bossons

                                              Mrs S A Holland










            D A Parker 





E Clarke (Town Mayor-ex officio)
1.  APOLOGIES 


   Apologies for absence were received from Councillors D T Brown(Deputy Mayor),
   G. R Edwards, D Martin and D Murphy. 
.  

2. MINUTES
FAP/01/0910 RESOLVED That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Committee held on 6th April 2009 be agreed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 
3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

   Cllr D Parker and Mrs S A Holland declared a personal & prejudicial interest in Item 12(i) 
   Cllr G Baxendale declared a personal & prejudicial interest in Item 12(iii)
4. ACTION ON MINUTES
  There were no outstanding items.
5. CONGLETON YOUTH PROJECTS

    As requested at the last meeting, Justine Heathcote and Mrs J Whitehurst (as Trustee)
    attended the meeting and gave a short presentation on the Trust’s request for additional 

    funding. After the representatives of the Trust had left and following a report from the Support 

    Manager on previous decisions and grants, it was:-
   FAP/02/0910 RESOLVED a) That the balance of the approved grant held in an earmarked
   reserve and referred to in Minute FAP/72/078 dated 3rd April 2008(£3620) be released as the
  Trust has now fulfilled the condition of grant to raise match funding.
                                              b) That the application for a further grant from the 2009/10 budget be 

  deferred to the next meeting.

6. INTERNAL AUDIT REPORT 2008/9-FINAL UPDATE

    FAP/03/0910 RESOLVED That the final update from Audit Solutions Ltd be approved and the 

    recommended response to the various points raised be adopted.

7. FINAL ACCOUNTS 2008/9 AND BUDGET MONITORING 2009/10

    FAP/04/0910 RESOLVED That the statement prepared by the Support Officer be received and 

    that a sum of £10,000 be ring fenced in the grants budget in case it is required later in the 

    financial year to meet the deficit identified in the report.
8.  FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31ST MARCH 2009

    FAP/05/0910 RESOLVED That the final Accounts now submitted by the Council’s Accountants

    be approved and adopted.

9.  GRANT APPROVALS & COMMITMENTS 2009/10
    Committee noted the grant expenditure and commitments for 2009/10.
10.  LETTERS OF THANKS
    Letters of thanks from St Peter’s Church, Timbersbrook W I, Congleton Community Projects, 

    Congleton Partnership and Trinity Methodist Church were noted.
11.NEW APPLICATIONS FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

The following applications were considered for financial assistance:-

FAP/06/0910 RESOLVED: That the following actions be approved:
i)    Beartown Belles: Approve grant of £500 towards operating costs.

ii)   Homestart-Congleton Borough: Defer for further information and ask representative to

      attend next meeting
iii)  Congleton Anglers Society: Approve grant of £1500 towards project at Goodwins Pool.
iv)  Holy Trinity Church, Mossley: Defer for further information
v)   Cheshire Police Youth Fishing Project: Approve grant of £600 towards annual Summer fishing competitions for young people.
12. CONGLETON TOWN HALL
FAP/07/091 RESOLVED: That the following applications for the free use of the Town Hall be approved:-
i) Congleton Town Council-Summer Ball-10th July 2009

ii) Congleton Now Event-12th Sept 2009

iii) Public Meeting-War Memorial Hospital-15th June 2009
13. RECOMMENDATIONS FROM OTHER COMMITTEES
There were none
14. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
      There was none
15. RESOLUTION TO EXCLUDE THE PUBLIC AND PRESS
FAP/08/0910 RESOLVED –That in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings)  Act 1960, public and press be excluded from the meeting for the matters set out below on the grounds that it could involve the likely disclosure of private and confidential information or staff matters.
MATTERS CONSIDERED WITH THE PUBLIC AND PRESS EXCLUDED

16. EFFECTIVENESS OF INTERNAL AUDIT
FAP/09/0910 RESOLVED: a) That the review of the effectiveness of Internal audit contained in the report now submitted be approved and made available to the External Auditor with the Annual Return.
                                            b) That the services of Auditing Solutions Ltd be retained for 2009/10 with unchanged Terms of Reference as set out in Appendix 2 0f the report now submitted.
13.  INSURANCES-LONG TERM AGREEMENT
       FAP/10/0910 RESOLVED: That, arising from the report now submitted by the Town Clerk, 

       arrangements be made with Zurich Municipal for a 5 year Agreement to provide the Town

       Council’s insurances at a discounted rate of 10%.








N J Bailey 
CHAIRMAN
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