CONGLETON TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE FINANCE AND POLICY COMMITTEE
held on 6th April 2009
PRESENT
Councillors
N J Bayley (Chairman)





R Boston










            D A Parker 





E Clarke (Deputy Mayor-ex officio)
1.  APOLOGIES 


   Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs L Beard, G. Baxendale, D T Brown,

    Mrs S A Holland, D Murphy (Mayor-ex officio)
.  

2. MINUTES
FAP/55/089 RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Committee held on 26th February 2009 be agreed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 
3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

   Cllr N Bayley declared a personal & prejudicial interest in Item 7(ii)
   Cllr D Parker declared a personal & prejudicial interest in Item 7(iii) & 7(viii),  

   Cllr R Boston declared a personal & prejudicial interest in Item 7(v)  

4. ACTION ON MINUTES
  There were no outstanding items.
5.  GRANT APPROVALS & COMMITMENTS 2007/8

    Committee noted the grant expenditure and commitments for 2008/9.
6.  LETTERS OF THANKS
    Letters of thanks from the Beartown Patchwork & Quilters were noted.
7.
NEW APPLICATIONS FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

The following applications were considered for financial assistance:-

FAP/56/089 RECOMMENDED: That the following actions be approved:
ii) Congleton Partnership: Recommend to be determined by Council as Committee not quorate for this item. Application for £1533 to cover annual office rent. (S137 Local Government Act 1972)
iii) Congleton Community Projects:  Recommend to be determined by Council as Committee not quorate for this item. Application for £9000 to include annual office rent of £3067. (S137 Local Government Act 1972)
v) Timbersbrook WI: Recommend grant of £500 be determined by Council as Committee not quorate for this item. (S137 Local Government Act 1972)
viii) Congleton Community Projects: Recommend to be determined by Council as Committee not quorate for this item. Approval for £600 towards Garden Festival.  (S145 Local Government Act 1972)
FAP/57/089 RESOLVED: That the following actions be approved:
i) Astbury Mere Trust: Defer until next meeting to allow clarification of costs, income and other funding..

iv) Congleton Baby Cafe: Approve grant of £500 towards operating costs. (S137 Local Government Act 1972)
vi) St Peter’s Church: Approve grant of £191 +vat towards maintenance of Church clock.     (Parish Councils Act 1957, S2)
     St Peter’s Church: Approve grant of £2669.76 +vat for Churchyard maintenance (S215 Local Government Act 1972)
     St Peter’s Church: Approve grant of £3000 towards maintenance & heritage work (S137 Local Government Act 1972)
vii) The Kiss Group: Approve grant of £240 towards room hire in Town Hall for 3 meetings. (S137 Local Government Act 1972)
ix)  Congleton Disabled Action Group: Approve grant of £500 towards cost of allotment tools,

      rent & seeds (S137 Local Government Act 1972)
xi) Congleton Youth Project Ltd: Approve grant of £3000 towards annual operating costs. Also

     invite to present to next meeting on the work and finances of the organisation. (S137 Local Government Act 1972)
8. MANAGEMENT ACCOUNTS FOR 11 MONTHS TO FEBRUARY 2009
FAP/58/089 RESOLVED: That the Accounts be received.
9. RECOMMENDATIONS FROM OTHER COMMITTEES
There were none
10. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
      FAP/59/089 RESOLVED: That Financial training be added to the Members’ Development

      Programme
11. RESOLUTION TO EXCLUDE THE PUBLIC AND PRESS
FAP/60/089RESOLVED –That in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings)  Act 1960, public and press be excluded from the meeting for the matters set out below on the grounds that it could involve the likely disclosure of private and confidential information or staff matters.

MATTERS CONSIDERED WITH THE PUBLIC AND PRESS EXCLUDED

12. CORPORATE BUSINESS PLAN 2009/10
FAP/61/078 RESOLVED: That the Corporate Business Plan 2009/10 be approved.

13.  IT SPEND

      FAP/62/089 RESOLVED: That the recommendation to make a further £600 available for the
      IT upgrade be approved and the amount be vired from an underspent budget.









N J Bailey 
CHAIRMAN
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