Congleton Town Council
Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on Thursday 29th January 2009 in the Town Hall, Congleton.
PRESENT:  Councillors D Murphy (Town Mayor)
                                       C R Anstice

                                       N J Bayley
                                       G Baxendale

    Mrs L Beard 
    R Boston   
    D T Brown

    E R Clarke( Deputy Town Mayor)

    Mrs L J Daniels

    G R Edwards
    Mrs S A Holland

    D Martin
    L McGarry

    P H Mason

    D A Parker
    A R Thwaite 
                                       Mrs J Whitehurst
                                       Miss R K Williams 

The Mayor’s Chaplain led prayers. 
1 APOLOGIES

 Apologies for absence were received from  P C Smith.
 The Town Clerk also submitted apologies from County Councillor W Woolstencroft .
2 MINUTES 
 CTC/90/089 RESOLVED –That the Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 18h December 2008 be approved.                                          

3 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

  Members were reminded to declare both “personal” and “personal and prejudicial” 

  interests as early in the meeting as they become aware of it.

  The Town Mayor and Councillor Mrs J Whitehurst both declared a personal and 

  prejudicial interest in Agenda Item 13(Finance and Policy Minute FAP/48/089-CAB 

  grant 2009/10)

4 MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS  
  The Town Mayor drew attention to various engagements he, the Deputy Mayor 

  and their respective civic partners had fulfilled since the last Council Meeting.
5.PRESENTATION

Fiona Reed, Appeals Organiser with the East Cheshire Hospice, attended the meeting and gave a short presentation on a Major Appeal which had been launched recently to raise funds for a rebuild and refurbishment of its Macclesfield site.
At the end of the presentation, The Town Mayor thanked M/s Reed for an interesting and informative presentation and it was agreed that the Town Council would undertake a special fund raising project to aid the Appeal. The Community and Environment Committee was asked to consider appropriate Projects and submit a recommendation to Council.

6.THE ROLE OF THE CHAMBER

Peter Whiers, Chief Executive of the Borough of Congleton Chamber of Commerce, attended the meeting and gave a presentation on the role of the Chamber and the implications of imminent structural changes as a result of the forthcoming reorganisation of local government in East Cheshire.

At the end of the presentation, The Town Mayor thanked Mr Whiers for an interesting and informative presentation and copies of the presentation slides were circulated to Members.
7.NORTH WARD CASUAL VACANCY

The Town Clerk reported on the latest position following the expiration of the Statutory Notice. No requisition for a By Election had been received and accordingly it fell to the Town Council to fill the vacancy by co-option. Several informal expressions of interest had been received and it was-

CTC/91/089 RESOLVED- a) That a further notice be published in the local press inviting formal expressions of interest, CV’s and short statements setting out reasons for seeking to become a Member of the Town Council as a representative of North Ward.
                                            b) That a Panel consisting of the Town Mayor, Deputy Town Mayor, Leader of the Council, Councillors R Boston and P Mason be appointed to consider responses and to submit a recommendation to the next Council Meeting on 12th March 2009.

8. OUTSTANDING ACTIONS

 There were no items to report.
9  PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
  No questions had been received from Members of the public. 

10  BOROUGH, COUNTY AND CHESHIRE EAST COUNCILLORS  REPORTS  
  Councillor D Brown and G Baxendale reported on recent decisions and  

  developments at the Shadow Cheshire East Council, with particular reference to the 

  commencement of an electoral review of Cheshire East due to start on 24th  
  February 2009 and a presentation on the issue by the Boundary Commission at 

  Sandbach Town Hall on 4th February 2009.

 The Town Clerk reported that the implications of the Review for the Town Council 

  would be reported to the next meeting of the Finance and Policy Committee.
11  AMENITIES AND SERVICES COMMITTEE
CTC/92/089  RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meeting of the Amenities & Services Committee held on 15th January  2009 be received and the recommendations contained therein be adopted.

12. COMMUNITY AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE
CTC/93/089  RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meeting of the Community & Environment Committee held on 15th January 2009 be received and the recommendations contained therein be adopted
.
13. FINANCE AND POLICY COMMITTEE

The Town Mayor vacated the Chair in favour of the Deputy Town Mayor and left the meeting together with Councillor Mrs Whitehurst in accordance with the Declarations referred to above under Item 3.
The Deputy Mayor in the Chair.

The following amendment to Minute FAP/48/089 was proposed and seconded:-

“ That the recommendation contained in Minute FAP/48/089 for a grant of £10,000 in 2009/10 to CAB be not accepted and that the full grant of £34,000 be reinstated to the Budget. In addition that the Cheshire East Council Scrutiny Committee be asked to undertake a study of CAB funding across the area and that CAB be asked to seek further funding from Town/Parish Councils in their catchment area”

A further amendment was proposed and seconded to the effect that the CAB grant  for 2009/10 be fixed at £17,000. Upon being put to the vote this was defeated.

The first amendment was then put to the vote and duly approved and it was-

CTC/94/089 RESOLVED- Accordingly.
At this point the Deputy Town Mayor vacated the Chair in favour of the Town Mayor.

The Town Mayor in the Chair.

CTC/95/089 RESOLVED- That, subject to the inclusion of the foregoing amendment to Minute FAP/48/089, the minutes of the meeting of the Finance and Policy Committee held on the 22nd January 2009 be approved and the recommendations contained therein be adopted. 
14  PLANNING COMMITTEE

CTC/96/089 RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 8th January 2009 be received.
15 TOWN HALL COMMITTEE
CTC/97/089 RESOLVED- That the Minutes of the meeting of the Town Hall Committee held on 28th January 2009 be received and the recommendations contained therein be adopted. 
16 PERSONNEL COMMITTEE

CTC/98/089 RESOLVED- That the minutes of the meeting of the Personnel Committee held on 8th January 2009 be received and the recommendations contained therein be adopted.
17 ACCOUNTS
CTC/99/089 RESOLVED – 
1. The Council approve the payment of the accounts list in Appendix A

2. The Council approve payment of any expenditure agreed at the Meeting.
18 URGENT MATTERS-Members Items
For the information of Members, The Town Clerk advised the Council of a Temporary Road Traffic Regulation Order which had been made by Cheshire CC for the closure of Boundary Lane on 31st January and 1st February 2009. The restriction was necessary for safety reasons during works involving sewer repairs.
19 YOUTH COMMITTEE/JUNIOR COUNCIL
 CTC/100/089 RESOLVED-  That the minutes of the meeting of the Youth Committee held on 28th January 2009 be received.
 Arising from a discussion on Minute 7(a), it was agreed to submit an application for the renewal of Fairtrade Status for the town, in consultation with the Congleton Fairtrade Group.

20 CORPORATE BUSINESS CONTINUITY PLAN
CTC/101/089 RESOLVED-  That, subject to the minor correction to “Damage to Allotments”on Page 3, the draft Plan now submitted be approved and adopted.                                            
.
21 BRIDESTONES 2 DEVELOPMENT BRIEF
CTC/102/089 RESOLVED- a) That, in accordance with Planning Committee Minute PLN/35/089, a Task and Finish Working Group be appointed to work with the Planning Authority and the Developers on the implementation of this development.
                                             b) That Councillor G R Edwards be appointed Chairman of the Working Group.

                                             c) That the Chairman, Leader of the Council and Town Clerk submit a report to the next meeting of the Council on the composition of the Group, Terms of Reference and Co-option of Members from outside the Council.
22 BUDGET AND PRECEPT 2009/10
CTC/103/089 RESOLVED-
         1. That, subject to the CAB grant being reinstated to £34,000; the reduction of 

          the Capital budget by £10,000 and savings of £14,000 being achieved during 

          the financial year, a revenue and capital budget for 2009/10 be adopted as set 

          out in Appendix 1 to the report now submitted, together with the assumptions
          set out in the report.

         2. That Council levy a precept of £580,363 for the financial year 2009/10
         3.. That the projected outcomes for the revised 2008/9 Budget be approved and 

             that virements as set out in the financial papers and report now submitted be

            approved. 
23 MEDIUM TERM FINANCIAL STRATEGY
CTC/104/089 RESOLVED- That, subject to the amendment of the table on Page 4 to reflect the decisions taken in Minute CTC/103/089, the revised Medium Term Financial Strategy set out in the report now submitted be approved and adopted.
24 CHESHIRE EAST COUNCIL-CONSULTATION ON LOCAL AREA PARTNERSHIPS
CTC/105/089 RESOLVED- That a response be sent to Cheshire East based on the report now submitted 
25 RESOLUTION TO EXCLUDE THE PRESS AND PUBLIC
  CTC/106/089 RESOLVED-That the Council resolve to exclude the press and public under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, for the matters set out below on the grounds that they could involve the likely disclosure of private and confidential information or staff matters.
26 FUTURE SENIOR MANAGEMENT ARRANGEMENTS
The Town Clerk left the meeting for discussion of the following matter.

Arising from a report submitted by the Town Mayor and Leader of the Council, together with recommendations from the Finance and Policy Committee, it was-
CTC/ 107/089 RESOLVED- a) That the recommendation in respect of the Town Clerk be approved and adopted

                                              b) That the recommendation in respect of the Change Management Consultant be referred back to the Strategy Working Group for further consideration.

27 STAFFING MATTERS

Councillors D Brown and G Baxendale declared personal and prejudicial interests in the part of this item relating to SECE Ltd.and withdrew from the meeting for discussion on the matter.

Arising from previous discussions at the Personnel and Town Hall Committees, the Town Clerk submitted a report on the principles of voluntary redundancy and the position in respect of the Administrator for the Congleton Partnership.

CTC/108/089 RESOLVED-
1. That the principle of voluntary redundancy as set out in the report be approved.

 2.
That the Town Clerk, in consultation with the Leader of Council, Mayor and Personnel Chairman, be authorised to approve specific requests for voluntary redundancy.

 3.
That the original decision of Council in respect of the Administrator for the 

       Congleton Partnership be deferred for one year and that the agreement for SECE

       Ltd to provide the administration of the Congleton Partnership be extended until 

       March 2010. 

 4.   That Community and Environment Committee be authorised to enter into a

       further agreement with SECE Ltd to take forward the projects identified to them 

       in the Regeneration Strategy and Town Centre Plan.

                                                                                DENIS MURPHY
                                                                                          MAYOR
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