Congleton Town Council
Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on Thursday 25th June 2009 in the Town Hall, Congleton.
PRESENT:  Councillors E Clarke (Town Mayor)
                                       D Brown (Deputy Town Mayor)                             




    N J Bayley 
                                       G Baxendale

                                       Mrs L Bossons                                   
    R Boston                                       
    




    Mrs S A Holland
                                       D Martin




    D A Parker 
                                       D Murphy

Mrs J Whitehurst

The Mayor’s Chaplain led prayers.
1 APOLOGIES

 Apologies for absence were received from Councillors: C R Anstice, 

 Mrs L Daniels, G R Edwards, L McGarry, P H Mason, P C Smith, A R Thwaite and   

 Miss R K Williams.
2  MINUTES 
 CTC/13/0910 RESOLVED –a) That the Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on  23rd April 2009 be approved.
                                              b) That the Minutes of the Annual meeting of the Council held on 14th May 2009 be approved, subject to the addition of the following paragraph:-

“ Appointment of Town Mayor’s Cadet
  Council noted the appointment of Rhiannon Horn for the forthcoming 12 months  

  and the Immediate Past Mayor invested the Cadet with the badge of office”
3.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

  Members were reminded to declare both “personal” and “personal and prejudicial” 

  interests as early in the meeting as they become aware of it.

  Councillors G Baxendale  and D Brown declared  personal interests in all items 
  relating to Cheshire East Council matters.

4.  MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS  

  The Town Mayor drew attention to various engagements he and the Mayoress had
  fulfilled since the last Council Meeting.

  The Town Clerk submitted a letter dated 23rd June 2009 from the Manager of 

  Congleton Community Projects on behalf of the Food and Drink Festival Team 

  thanking the Town Council for supporting its work to deliver community events in 

  the town.

5. CASUAL VACANCY-NORTH WEST WARD

   The Town Clerk reported that 8 persons had expressed an interest in the vacancy  

   and that the Members  Panel would be interviewing 6 applicants on the 2nd July 

   2009. It was reported that two Panel Members (Councillors D T Brown and P 

   Mason) would be unable to attend and it was-

   CTC/14/0910 RESOLVED-That the Leader of the Council be authorised to 

   nominate two substitute Members to attend the meeting on the 2nd July 2009.    
6. OUTSTANDING ACTIONS

    There were no items to report.

7.  PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

    The Deputy Town Mayor (Councillor D Brown) declared a personal and prejudicial 

    interest in this matter and left the meeting for the duration of the questions and 

    answers.
    The following 3 part question was put to the Town Mayor by Mr K Norman on

    Behalf of Sandy Lane action group:-
“This three part question (highlighted) relates to the Regeneration Strategy Document(26th May) and specifically the stated requirement for employment land to the West of Congleton.

These are questions of considerable public interest, particularly for those Parishes to the West of Congleton, who will be most affected by any Industrial and Commercial Development.

1. It has previously been stated that “evidence suggests that the town needs a modern employment site”      

Will the Town Council make available the source and detail of the evidence on which it relies on to justify an employment site?
2.  The Town Council has previously suggested that an employment site of 15 hectares is required. This is less than half the area of the Sandy Lane employment site that CTC was previously supporting.

Will the Town Council confirm on what evidence the decision to significantly reduce the area for an employment site, is based on?

3. The revised Regeneration and Strategy report states in Project 4, that “over the last few years several employment sites have been considered and rejected following local opposition”.

This is a misleading statement. Will the Town Council now formally acknowledge that in addition to local opposition the democratic decisions to reject the two largest sites proposed are:

Wallhill Lane Site. Rejected following opposition by Cheshire County Council for reasons of mineral deposits.

Sandy Lane Site. (a) Previously rejected by the Planning Inspectorate.

(b) more recently rejected for inclusion in the Local Development Framework,  by a majority vote of Congleton Borough Council.”
 The Town Mayor responded as follows:-

Question 1

The Town Council have always quoted its evidence for suggesting that Congleton Town needs a modern employment site.  The most relevant are “Congleton Renaissance” the Economic Development and Tourism Strategy of the former Congleton Borough Council and the Baseline Report for the Congleton Town Regeneration Strategy.

Question 2

The Town Council has consistently argued for a modern employment site to the West of Congleton, and has suggested the Sandy Lane area.  It has never expressed an opinion over a specific site on Sandy Lane, nor has it stated a minimum or maximum size.

Question 3

The Town Council does not believe the Consultant’s statement to be misleading as there was opposition to both sites.  It does acknowledge that Cheshire County Council opposed the Walhill Lane site for reasons of mineral deposits, and that a Sandy Lane Site had previously been rejected by the Planning Inspectorate. Although Congleton Borough Council rejected the Sandy Lane Site for inclusion in the Local Development Framework, this decision has to be put in the context of local opposition and the fact that the Congleton Borough LDF was never going to be completed because of Local Government Reorganisation.  The decision to exclude the site was certainly not based on economic evidence that a site was not needed.

In accordance with Standing Orders, Mr Norman asked a supplementary question of clarification requesting sight of the documents referred to in question 1 and the Town Mayor responded saying that the Town Clerk would make these available.

8.  CHESHIRE EAST COUNCILLORS  REPORTS  

  All issues dealt with under Agenda Item No 18. 

9.  AMENITIES AND SERVICES COMMITTEE
CTC/15/09 10 RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meeting of the Amenities & Services Committee held on 4th June  2009 be received and the recommendations contained therein be adopted.

10. COMMUNITY AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE
CTC/16/0910  RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meeting of the Community & Environment Committee held on 4th June 2009 be received and the recommendations contained therein be adopted
.
11. FINANCE AND POLICY COMMITTEE
CTC/17/0910 RESOLVED- That  the minutes of the meeting of the Finance and Policy Committee held on the 11th June 2009 be approved and the recommendations contained therein be adopted.

12. PLANNING COMMITTEE

CTC/18/0910 RESOLVED – a) That the Minutes of the meetings of the Planning Committee held on 30th April , 21st May and 18th June 2009 be received.
                                               b) That the recommendation contained in Minute PLN/8/0910 to amend Standing Orders to allow Public Speaking at Planning Meetings, as set out in the Appendix to the report submitted to the Planning Committee on 18th June 2009, be approved and adopted.

13. TOWN HALL COMMITTEE
CTC/19/0910 RESOLVED- That the minutes of the meeting of the Town Hall Committee held on 28th May 2009 be received and the recommendations contained therein be adopted. 

14. ACCOUNTS

CTC/20/0910 RESOLVED – 
1. The Council approve the payment of the accounts listed in Appendix A

2. The Council approve payment of any expenditure agreed at the Meeting.

15. URGENT MATTERS-Members Items
No matters raised under this Item.

16. YOUTH COMMITTEE/JUNIOR COUNCIL
 CTC/21/0910 RESOLVED- a) That the minutes of the meetings of the Youth Committee held on 27th April and 2nd June 2009 be received.
                                             b) That the minutes of the meeting of the Young Council held on 19th May 2009 be received.

.
17. CONGLETON TOWN COUNCIL BADGES
  CTC/22/0910 RESOLVED: a)That the Town Clerk be authorised to purchase 140 Town Council badges from Fattorini’s in accordance with the report and quotation submitted by the Civic Administration Officer
                                               b) That the badges be used for promotional purposes, be made available to Members of the Council, Members of the Youth Committee, Staff, Town Mayor’s Cadet and also be used as Civic gifts from the Town Mayor.
18. CHESHIRE EAST COUNCIL ISSUES
   CTC/23/0910 RESOLVED: a)(i) That , arising from a report by the Town Clerk on 

   the decision by Cheshire East Council Cabinet to introduce car parking charges in 

   Congleton town, a Task and Finish Group be established with delegated powers to 

   deal with all aspects of this issue during the Summer recess period, including the 

   Council’s response to any consultation which may take place.
                                                    (ii) That Councillor G R Edwards be appointed 

   Chairman of the Group, which will also include Councillors Mrs S A Holland, D 

   Martin, D Murphy, D Parker and Mrs J Whitehurst, together with two 

   representatives from the Youth Committee.
                                                    (iii) That the Chairman be authorised to co-opt representatives from other interested local organisations as necessary.

                                                    (iv) That Cheshire East Council be informed that the Town Council deplores their decision to restrict the consultation period to 21days on such an important issue to the town, particularly at this time of the year when many people and organisations take holidays.
                                                   b) That, arising from the report by the Town Clerk on the latest position in respect of the Electoral Review of Cheshire East, the Boundary Committee for England and Cheshire East Council be informed that the Town Council is content with the boundaries of the existing 6 Town Wards and the 2 Unitary Council Wards and would prefer to see the current representational arrangements of 3 Members per Ward confirmed. 
                                                   c) That, arising from consideration of the correspondence now submitted concerning the request for Town/Parish council representation on the Local Strategic Partnership, a further letter be sent to the Leader of Cheshire East Council reaffirming the need for local council input at the strategic level as well as the local level.
19. CHESHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS-AFFILIATION FEE
CTC/24/0910 RESOLVED- That, arising from consideration of a letter dated 1st June 2009 from the Cheshire Association of Local Councils, approval be given to payment of the additional fee of £164.32.
20. ANNUAL REPORT 2008-9

CTC/25/0910 RESOLVED-a) That the draft report now submitted be approved for publication, subject to the additions and amendments noted by the Town Clerk.

                                            b) That the Town Centre and Marketing Manager be asked to publish the Annual report in an attractive and user friendly form using the new town branding style recently agreed and to distribute the report as widely as possible.
21. CREWE, NANTWICH AND CONGLETON DIAL-A-RIDE

CTC/26/0910 RESOLVED- That Councillor Mrs J Whitehurst be appointed to serve on the Management Committee.
22 INTERNAL AUDIT-FINAL REPORT

CTC/27/0910 RESOLVED- a) That the report from Auditing Solutions Ltd now submitted and the recommended response to the points raised as agreed by Finance and Policy Committee be approved and adopted.

                                             b) That the Town Clerk and staff be congratulated for achieving another excellent report from the Internal Auditor.  
23 FINAL ACCOUNTS 2008/9

CTC/28/0910 RESOLVED- That the Accounts now submitted by the Council’s Accountants be approved and adopted.
24. ANNUAL RETURN TO AUDIT COMMISSION-GOVERNANCE STATEMENT
CTC/29/0910 RESOLVED- That the draft statement now submitted be approved and adopted.
25.  RESOLUTION TO EXCLUDE THE PRESS AND PUBLIC
   CTC/30/0910 RESOLVED: That the Council resolve to exclude the press and
   public under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, for the matters
   set out below on the grounds that they could involve the likely disclosure of private
   and confidential information or staff matters.
PART TWO –ITEMS CONSIDERED IN THE ABSENCE OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC
26.  APPOINTMENT OF FULL TIME TOWN CLERK
The Town Clerk submitted a verbal report on the present position.

CTC/31/0910 RESOLVED- That the recommendations made by Personnel Committee relating to final interview expenses and re-location expenses be referred back for further consideration as the process and timetable proceeds .
                                                                               ERNEST CLARKE
                                                                                          MAYOR
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