Congleton Town Council
Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on Thursday 23rd April 2009 in the Town Hall, Congleton.
PRESENT:  Councillors 
D Murphy (Town Mayor)                           




    N J Bayley 
                                       G Baxendale

                                       Mrs L Bossons                                   
    R Boston

                                       Mrs L J Daniels
    




    G R Edwards



    L J McGarry 



    D A Parker 
A R Thwaite

Mrs J Whitehust

The Mayor led prayers as an apology was received from the Mayor’s Chaplain.
1 APOLOGIES

 Apologies for absence were received from Councillors: C R Anstice, 

 D T Brown, E Clarke( Deputy Town Mayor),Mrs S A Holland, D Martin, P H Mason,   

 P Smith and Miss R K Williams.
2(a) INTRODUCTION OF NEW MEMBER

Arising from Council Minute CTC/126/09, The Town Mayor formally introduced Councillor Mrs L Bossons who had been co-opted as a Town Councillor to represent the North Ward until the next Elections in 2011. In reply, Councillor Mrs L Bossons thanked the Council for the opportunity to serve the Town.
2(b) RESIGNATION OF MEMBER

The Town Clerk submitted the resignation of Mrs L Beard as a Town Councillor for the North West Ward effective from the 20th April 2009 and reported on the procedure for filling the casual vacancy which now existed. The Town Mayor and other Members paid tribute to the work of Mrs Beard as a Town Councillor and Former Town Mayor and it was-
CTC/138/089 RESOLVED- That a letter be sent to Mrs Beard conveying the Town Council’s thanks for her past service and best wishes for her future career.

3 MINUTES 
 CTC/139/089 RESOLVED –That the Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on
 6th April 2009 be approved.
4.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

  Members were reminded to declare both “personal” and “personal and prejudicial” 

  interests as early in the meeting as they become aware of it.

  Cllrs G Baxendale and A Thwaite declared personal interests in items relating to the 

  Cheshire East Council.
  Councilor Mrs Whitehurst declared personal interests in the Item 7 of the Finance 

  and Policy Minutes dated 6th April 2009 relating to Grant Applications Nos 

  2,3,5,6,8,9 and 11
5.  MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS  

  The Town Mayor drew attention to various engagements he, the Deputy Mayor 

  and their respective civic partners had fulfilled since the last Council Meeting.

6. OUTSTANDING ACTIONS

 There were no items to report.

7.  PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
  No questions had been received from Members of the public. 

8. CONGLETON HEALTHCARE PROJECT

 Mrs Sue Noyce (Project Director) attended the meeting and updated Members on the present position. At the end of the discussion, the Town Mayor thanked Mrs Noyce for clarifying certain misunderstandings which had arisen recently.
9.  CHESHIRE EAST COUNCILLORS  REPORTS  

  Councillors G Baxendale and A R Thwaite reported on recent 

  decisions and developments at the Principal Authority, with particular 

  reference to the Recycling contract, the Fair Trade study and Car Park 

  enforcement.
  The Town Mayor referred to slow progress with the completion of the improvement 

  of Antrobus Street car park and it was agreed to send a letter to Cheshire East 

  Council conveying the Town Council’s concern about the reported Mid May 
  completion date.
10.  AMENITIES AND SERVICES COMMITTEE
CTC/140/089  RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meeting of the Amenities & Services Committee held on 26th March  2009 be received and the recommendations contained therein be adopted.

11. COMMUNITY AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE
CTC/141/089  RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meeting of the Community & Environment Committee held on 26th March 2009 be received and the recommendations contained therein be adopted

.
12. FINANCE AND POLICY COMMITTEE
CTC/142/089 RESOLVED- That  the minutes of the meeting of the Finance and Policy Committee held on the 6th April 2009 be approved and the recommendations contained therein be adopted, subject to the grant to Congleton Community Projects referred to in Minute FAP/56/089(viii) being increased from £600 to £1500.
13. PLANNING COMMITTEE

CTC/143/089 RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 19th March and 9th April 2009 be received.

14. TOWN HALL COMMITTEE
CTC/144/089 RESOLVED- That the minutes of the meeting of the Town Hall Committee held on 26th March 2009 be received and the recommendations contained therein be adopted. 

15. ACCOUNTS

CTC/145/089 RESOLVED – 
1. The Council approve the payment of the accounts listed in Appendix A

2. The Council approve payment of any expenditure agreed at the Meeting.

16. URGENT MATTERS-Members Items
The Leader of the Council referred to the recent road closure in Moss Road and it was agreed that enquiries should be made with the client and the contractor to ascertain why it had taken 6 weeks to complete a relatively small amount of work.
Councillor Mrs Whitehurst referred to central government funding available to local charitable organisations and ways of accessing such funding and it was agreed that this matter should be discussed at the next meeting of the Finance and Policy Committee.

17. YOUTH COMMITTEE/JUNIOR COUNCIL
 CTC/146/089 RESOLVED-  That the minutes of the meeting of the Youth Committee held on 25th March  2009 be received.

 Arising from Minute 11, it was agreed that Members of the Youth Committee would have an input into the Mayor Making ceremony at the Annual Meeting on 14th May 2009.
Questions put to the Town Mayor and the Town Clerk by various Members of the Youth Committee present at the meeting were dealt with..

.
18. PUBLICATION SCHEME/INFORMATION GUIDE
  CTC/147/089 RESOLVED: That the draft scheme prepared by the Change 

  Management Consultant now submitted be approved and adopted.
19. CHESHIRE EAST ISSUES
   CTC/148/089 RESOLVED: That the exchange of correspondence with Cheshire

   East Chief Executive and the Head of Environmental Services be received and 

   noted.
20.  RESOLUTION TO EXCLUDE THE PRESS AND PUBLIC
   CTC/149/089 RESOLVED: That the Council resolve to exclude the press and
   public under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, for the matters
   set out below on the grounds that they could involve the likely disclosure of private
   and confidential information or staff matters.
PART TWO –ITEMS CONSIDERED IN THE ABSENCE OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC
21.  PUBLICATION OF MEMBERS’ INFORMATION
    CTC/150/089 RESOLVED: That consideration of this item be deferred to the next 

    Meeting, pending the submission of further information.
22.  TOWN HALL COMMERCIAL PARTNER
    Following a verbal report from the Town Clerk on the present position, it was-
   CTC/151/089 RESOLVED: a) That the latest draft contract be approved for further

   negotiation with the proposed commercial partner
                                                b) That a Members Panel consisting the Town Mayor, 

   Deputy Town Mayor, the Leader and Deputy Leader of the Council and the Vice

   Chairman of the Town Hall Committee be authorised to settle the outstanding 

   issues within the Heads of Terms already agreed and to finalise the contract.
23. MERCIAN REGIMENT PARADE THROUGH CONGLETON TOWN

    CTC/152/089 RESOLVED: That, in accordance with the agreed Urgency 

    Procedure, a sum of up to £2000 be made available towards the cost of providing 

    light refreshments for Members of the Regiment after the parade on 2nd June

    2009.

                                                                               DENIS MURPHY
                                                                                          MAYOR
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